
Cell Group Material 

Sermon Title: Soaking in His Presence 

Scripture: “Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before His presence with singing…..Enter into 
His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him and bless His 
name.” Psalm 100:2,4 

Introduction: As we soak in God’s Word we will see more of the character and nature of God and 
then we can respond to that in thanksgiving and praise, this draws His presence and brings us 
into His courts. This is especially in song – coming to the gates declaring His Word, through the 
gates in Thanksgiving and into His courts (presence) with Praise. 

1. Thanking the Lord – Gateway into His Presence (Psalm 100:2,4) 

We thank God for what He has done. We thank Him in all things (not for all things) as this is His 
will (1 Thess 5:18) and is the gateway to drawing His presence in praise. 

Imagine being invited to a royal banquet. You walk through grand gates into a hall 
overflowing with food, music, and warmth. You didn’t pay for it—it’s a gift. Thanksgiving is 
our response to entering God’s presence. We don’t come empty-handed; we bring 
gratitude. 

2. Praising His Name – Drawing His Presence (Matthew 6:9; James 4:8) 

We praise Him for who He is. At the altar His name is recorded over our lives (Exodus 20:24) as 
we offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise (Hebrews 13:15), choosing to praise and thank Him 
and lifting His name no matter how we feel, giving our best. As we do this His name is poured out 
over our lives (Songs 1:3). His name is His presence - His Nature, Authority, Manifestation and 
Empowering over our lives. 

Picture a packed stadium during a championship game. The crowd erupts in unified, thunderous 
celebration when their team scores, chanting the name of the scorer or the club. No one needs 
to be told to cheer—it’s instinctive joy. 

3. Remaining in His Presence - Carrying His presence (Psalm 27:4; Exodus 33:14) 

As we daily enter His courts and offer sacrifices of Thanksgiving and Praise, we need to learn to 
carry this into our daily living by overflowing with thanksgiving and praise towards God that 
overflows to others (Hebrews 13:16). This is practicing the presence of God. 

Dwelling in God’s presence is like walking through the spice market of heaven. Even if your prayer 
altar time is brief, the aroma of His presence lingers. It influences your thoughts, your speech, 
your reactions. People around you sense something different—peace, joy, grace—and it opens 
doors to testify. 

Conclusion: Soaking in God’s presence comes from the abundance of His Word, as we see who 
He is we burst forth into songs of thanksgiving and praise, hallowing His name which draws His 
presence to come upon us. We can learn to dwell in this presence daily so that we can live joyfully 
in His good pleasure (Psalm16:11).  

 



 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Think of a recent moment when you chose to thank God in the middle of a difficult 
situation. How did that act of thanksgiving shift your perspective or invite His presence? 
Remind them that our thanksgiving is a sacrifice and may not be easy in tough times but a 
decision to thank Him in those time as He is always worthy and good. As we do this, He 
fills us with supernatural joy. 

2. What does it look like for you to praise God for who He is, not just what He’s done? How 
can you cultivate a lifestyle of praise that’s not dependent on your emotions or 
circumstances? 
Again, this is a sacrifice, a choice, it may initially be painful but as we give our best praise 
to Him, lifting His name even when all else around us is falling, we will draw His presence. 
One way we can cultivate this lifestyle of praise is to saturate our lives with praise, listening 
to praise songs every chance we get – in the car, travelling with headphones etc.. 

3. In what ways can you carry the “aroma” of God’s presence into your daily routines—at 
work, home, or in conversations? What habits help you stay aware of His presence 
throughout the day? 
We can offer arrow prayers to God such as, “Shine through me”, “Help me make a 
difference in this situation for You Father God” etc. Try to constantly practice His 
presence, talking to Him and bringing Him into every situation. 


