




Simple outline of Revelation

“Write the things which you have seen, and the 
things which are, and the things which will take 
place after this.” Rev 1:19 (NKJV)

`

7 
Churches

7 Seals

7
Trumpets

7 Signs 7 Bowls
7 Dooms

7 New 
Things



“John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who 

was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits 

who are before His throne, and from Jesus Christ, 

the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, 

and the ruler over the kings of the earth.” 

Revelation 1:4-5a













1. Comes as Judge (like Roman Judge) amid the 
churches.

2. Judgment comes first to church (1 Peter 4:17).
3. Revelation comes “in the Spirit on the  Lord’s 

Day” (v10)  - prophetic revelation in heavenly 
temple (@ Altar).



The Lord’s Day = “Day of the 
Lord” or “Lordly Day” (Day 

on which Emperor Domition
was worshipped)

(not Sunday or even 
Saturday as this term was 

never used for them).





1. Context is they are literal churches 
all existing at same time.

2. Churches are forced to fit the ages.
3. Clearly all these churches have a 

message for churches of all ages.





TURKEY

GREECE

a. Why did Jesus write to these 
Churches?i.  Was a key area for the APOSTLES.

ii. Centre of TRADE.



iii. Centre of 
CULTURE.

Three of 
the seven 
wonders 

here



iv. Satan’s HQ was here in PERGAMUM.





Where is Satan’s Throne Now?



TURKEYGREECE

Corrupt from 
inside by 

idolatry and 
immorality

Suffering 
persecution 
from outside

(Jews)

Satan not 
bothered as 

these churches 
are destroying 

themselves

Satan’s 

Throne

Developing 
Nation/Church

Persecuted 
Nation/Church

Developed 
Nation/Church

Zone 1

Zone 2

Zone 3







One City, 
One Church.

“To the angel of the 
church of…” 



He knows the 
underlying 

motivation of 
their works .



2:7,11, 17, 29
3:6, 13, 22



EPHESUS

SMYRNA

PERGAMUM

THYATIRA

SARDIS

PHILADELPHIA

LAODICEA

“To him who overcomes…”



The 
Overcomers 

Rewards



Church Summary What to do?
EPHESUS THE LOVELESS CHURCH: 

Loyal but Loveless

Remember and Repent.

SMYRNA THE PERSECUTED CHURCH: Afflicted 
but Affluent

Do not Fear, be Faithful

PERGAMUM THE COMPROMISING CHURCH: Faithful 
but Flawed

Repent from false Religion 
(Balaam and Nicolaitans)

THYATIRA THE CORRUPT CHURCH: Committed but 
Compromised

Repent from false Religion 
(Jezebel)

SARDIS THE DEAD CHURCH:
Dynamic but Dying

Repent from dead Religion

PHILADELPHIA THE FAITHFUL CHURCH:
Small but Significant

Hold Fast to what you Have

LAODICEA THE LUKEWARM CHURCH:
Crowded but Christless

Be Refined and Repent.



Undefiled 
Remnant



http://www.revtimothygib
son.com/overcomers.htm



EPHESUS

1. Addressee – Angel of the Ephesus church.
2. Addresser - Jesus comes as the one who 

“walks in the midst of the Candlesticks” and holds 
7 stars in right hand as they most need His loving 
presence.

3. Approval – Toil and patient endurance or His 

name and hate false teaching (Nicolaitans).
4.Accusation – Left first love.
5. Advice – Remember, Repent and Return or 

lampstand will be removed.
6. Assurance – Overcomers will eat from the tree 

of life in Paradise.
7. Appeal – “Whoever has ears….”

Temple of  Artemis/Diana

Worship of the Greek Goddess 
Artemis was seen as central in 
making this the largest city in 

Asia Minor with thriving 
commerce. The temple 
doubled up as a bank!



Nicolaitanism appears to be a misuse of pastoral authority and
the unscriptural exaltation of men over the churches. The term
Nicolaitan means “to conquer or rule the people” (from nikao,
to conquer; and laos, people). It describes the philosophy of
prelacy that arose during the days of the apostles and spread
quickly in the following centuries and that
eventually produced the papacy.
It describes the exercise of
unscriptural authority by
church leaders.



SMYRNA

1. Addressee – Angel of the Smyrna church.
2. Addresser - Jesus comes as He “who is first and 

last and who was dead and is alive” as they need 
comfort in the face of persecution and death.

3. Approval – Enduring persecution (from 

“Synagogue of Satan”) and poverty yet they are 
spiritually rich.

4.Accusation – None.
5. Advice – Do not fear, be faithful through tribulation 

(10 days) and being put in prison for testing.
6. Assurance – Overcomers will have the crown of 

life and not be hurt by second death.
7. Appeal – “Whoever has ears….”

Temple to honour Roman 
Emperor built here in AD26 –
became a seat of the Imperial 
Cult (along with Pergamum). 
Name derived from “Myrrh” 

used in embalming bodies 
(symbol of suffering).



A Synagogue of Satan appears to be a

synagogue in Smyrna (and Philadelphia) where Jews
are not behaving as true Jews (“who say they are
Jews and are not”) and are actually agents of Satan
to do his bidding and
persecute the Church in
Smyrna in league with the
Imperial Emperor cult.



PERGAMUM

1. Addressee – Angel of the Pergamum church.
2. Addresser - Jesus comes as “He which has the 

sharp sword” as they need a judge (governor had 
‘right of the sword’ - determine who lived or died).

3. Approval – Have held fast to Jesus’ name and not 

denied His faith even through a martyrdom (Antipas).
4.Accusation – Some have accepted false teaching.
5. Advice – Repent from false teachings (Doctrines of 

Balaam and Nicolaitans) or He will come and fight 
with the sword of His mouth.

6. Assurance – Overcomers will be given hidden 

manna and white stone with new name.
7. Appeal – “Whoever has ears….”

Temple of Asclepius

Once healed, the grateful 
worshipper would carve out a 
large white stone, detailing 
how Asclepius healed him or 
her, and would include his 

name upon the stone.

Also had temples to Zeus 
(Thone of Satan), Dionysius, 
Demeter and the Emperor 

(Athena Temple).



The doctrine of Balaam is to entice God’s people by

teaching them that they are at liberty to commit sin. Balaam was
hired by Balak to curse Israel (Num. 22:3-6). When Balaam failed to
do this in Numbers 23-24, he instructed Balak to entice Israel with
idolatrous fornication, and this is what happened in Numbers 25.
This temptation resulted in the breakdown
of separation between God’s people
and the world and brought God’s
judgment upon Israel. See Numbers
31:16 and 2 Peter 2:14-18.



THYATIRA

1. Addressee – Angel of the Thyatira church.
2. Addresser - Jesus comes as “The Son of God with 

eyes of fire and feet of brass” because they need a 
Judge.

3. Approval – They have love, faith service and 

faithful endurance more than at first. 
4.Accusation – Have tolerated teaching of Jezebel.
5. Advice – Jezebel and followers will be judged with 

death unless they repent. The rest must hold fast 
what they have until He comes.

6. Assurance – Overcomers will be given power over 

the nations and the morning star.
7. Appeal – “Whoever has ears….”

Known for trade guilds 
(copper, bronze, dyers, 

bakers, wools, slavers etc). 
Members had to participate 
in religious rites – could not 

work if not member of a 
guild.



“Jezebel” was a real woman, but the name is probably the

designation that Christ gave her. It is likely that He is naming her
according to her character and influence, thus likening her to the wicked
Jezebel of old, who stirred up her husband Ahab and others to do evil (1
Ki. 21:25). “The kind of character, therefore, which would be designated
by the term as used here, would be that of a woman who was artful and
persuasive in her manner; who was capable of exerting a wide influence
over others; who had talents of a high
order; who was a thorough advocate
of error; who was unscrupulous in
the means which she employed for
accomplishing her ends” (Barnes).



SARDIS
1. Addressee – Angel of the Sardis church.
2. Addresser - Jesus comes as “He that has the seven 

spirits and the seven stars” as they need the life of the 
Spirit of God.

3. Approval – They have an undefiled remnant. 
Accusation – Have a great name and think they are 

alive but are spiritually dead.
4.Advice – Wake up, strengthen faith, remember, 

hold fast and repent or He will come on them as a 
thief.

5. Assurance – Overcomers will be clothed in white 

and have names in Book of Life and confessed by Him.
6. Appeal – “Whoever has ears….”

Had been a great and 
splendid city. Capital of 

kings of Lydia. Was 
wealthiest city in world 

(modern money invented 
here by King Croesus who 

was defeated by Cyrus II of 
Persia in 546BC). Destroyed 

by earthquake in AD17. 



Famous temple in Sardis was that of Cybele the Mother Goddess 
of fertility. 
The Cult of Cybele- The Myth:
According to myth, Cybele loved a shepherd named Attis. 
Because Attis was unfaithful, she drove him insane. Overcome 
by madness, Attis castrated himself and died. This drove Cybele 
into great mourning, and it introduced 
death into the natural world. But then 
Cybele restored Attis to life, an event 
that also brought the world of nature
back to life.



PHILADELPHIA

1. Addressee – Angel of the Philadelphia church.
2. Addresser - Jesus comes as “He that is holy and true” 

who “has the Key of David” (Isa 22:22) as they need to 
keep on in holiness and have great authority.

3. Approval – With little strength they have kept His 

word, not denied His name and patiently endured 
therefore He has set an open door before them.

4.Accusation – None.
5. Advice – I will judge your persecutors (SoS) and 

“keep you from the hour of trial” therefore Hold fast.
6. Assurance – Overcomers will be a pillar in the 

Temple of God with His name and city written on it.
7. Appeal – “Whoever has ears….”

Often called “little 
Athens” because of 
magnificence of the 
temples and other 

public buildings 
which adorned it.



They honoured their illustrious 
sons by putting their names on 

the temple pillars.
Founded as missionary outpost for Hellenism

Destroyed by earthquake in AD17. Rebuilt by Tiberius.

were very

lived in



LAODICEA
1. Addressee – Angel of the Laodicea church.
2. Addresser - Jesus comes as “the faithful and true 

witness” as they need to be faithful witnesses. 
3. Approval – None.
4.Accusation – Think they are rich but are Spiritually 

lukewarm, wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked. 
Will vomit them out and He cannot even attend their 
services (stands outside knocking).

5. Advice – Be refined  (get spiritual gold, garments 

and eye salve) and repent.
6. Assurance – Overcomers will sit with Him on His 

throne.
7. Appeal – “Whoever has ears….”

Very rich populous –
able to rebuild city 
themselves after 

earthquake. Known for 
banking, linen/wool and 

pharmaceutical skills 
(eye salve).

Famous for worship of 
Zeus.




