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PART ONE: RIGHTLY READING REVELATION 

1. Introduction: 

Revelation is a UNIQUE letter (Rev 1:1-2) 

ñThe Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants--

things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel 

to His servant John, who bore witness to the word of God, and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.ò Revelation 1:1-2 (NKJV) 

 

First, it must be noted that the manner in which this letter came is quite 

unique. The other books of the Bible were written by human authors under 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit and their character and personality shines 

through in the writing. Revelation was given to Jesus by Father God, which in 

turn was handed to angels who showed John, who was in the Spirit!  John 

wrote this down and then passed this on to the churches (maybe angels were 

the postmen as the individual letters to the seven churches are addressed to 

the angel of that church). 

The book of Revelation is truly a revelation that John saw and he simply took 

notes in short hand of what he saw. Many scholars doubt Johnôs authorship of 

Revelation as the style is so different to Johnôs Gospel and short epistles. 

However, this can be explained as John was merely scribbling down notes on 

what was being unfolded before him. When you take notes at a seminar or a 

lecture is the end product the same as a self-composed essay? 

It is also noted by scholars that the Greek used is quite scrappy with many 

unfinished sentences. However, John did not tidy this up because God 

promised a curse upon anyone who tampered with what he had written! See 

Revelation 22:19.  
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Traditionally, the book of Revelation has been dated near the end of the first 

century, around A.D. 96. Some writers, however, have advanced the preterist 

(from a Latin word meaning ñthat which is pastò) view, contending that the 

Apocalypse was penned around A.D. 68 or 69, and thus the thrust of the book 

is supposed to relate to the impending destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70).  

A few prominent names have been associated with this position (e.g., Stuart, 

Schaff, Lightfoot, Foy E. Wallace Jr.), and for a brief time it was popular with 

certain scholars. James Orr has observed, however, that recent criticism has 

reverted to the traditional date of near A.D. 96 (1939, 2584). In fact, the 

evidence for the later date is extremely strong. 

a. External Evidence ï Irenaeus (AD130) , Clement of Alexandria (AD 155-

215), Victorinus (late third century) and Jerome (AD 340-420) all suggest a 

later date (AD 96) 

b. Internal Evidence ï The spiritual conditions of the seven churches 

(Chapters 2-3) harmonize with a later date. For example, Ephesus was not 

founded by Paul until latter part of Claudiusôs reign and he wrote to them in 

AD61 approving them of their faith and love (Ephesians 1:15), yet 

Revelation 2:2 says they have left their first love. Laodicea is said to be 

living with great wealth (3:17) but in AD60 there was an earthquake that 

almost destroyed it! 

Another internal evidence is that Revelation was written when John was 

banished to Patmos (1:9) ï this was the later Emperor Domitianôs favourite 

form of torture. Nero simply martyred the Apostles Peter and Paul. 

The doctrinal departures mentioned in Revelation are more suitable to a 

later date. The Nicolaitans (2:6, 15) were a full-fledged sect at the time of 

Johnôs writing, whereas they had only been hinted at in general terms in 2 

Peter and Jude, which were written possibly around A.D. 65-66. 

Persecution for professing the Christian faith is evidenced in those early 

letters to the seven churches of Asia Minor. For instance, Antipas had 

been killed in Pergamum (2:13). It is generally agreed among scholars, 

however, that Neroôs persecution was mostly confined to Rome; further, it 

was not for religious reasons. 
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2. Overview: 

a. Views on Revelation 

i. GODôS View 

Special blessing: ñBlessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of 

this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is 

near.ò Revelation 1:3 (NKJV) 

Special curse: ñand if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy 

city, and from the things which are written in this book.ò  Rev 22:19 (NKJV) 

Unlike any other book of the Bible, God places a special blessing and a 

special curse within this letter. There is a special blessing to all who read, 

hears and keeps the words revealed here and a special curse on anyone who 

tampers with the words in the letter (adds to or takes away from them).  

This is the icing on the cake of the Bible! Revelation ties up all the loose 

thread and completes all the unfinished stories. Without the book of 

Revelation we would end the Bible with the horrible little book of Jude that 

addresses the problems of a second generation church! 

ii. SATANôS View 

Satan hates the book of Revelation with a strong loathing. 

There are two portions of Scripture Satan hates the most, they are the first 

few and last few chapters of the Bible! Genesis 1-3 shows Satanôs entrance 

onto the human scene and his strategies and methods and Revelation 20-22 

shows Satanôs final defeat and destiny.  

Thereôs a story I heard (narrated by David Pawson) about a pastor who had a 

man come to his office for deliverance from demons. As the pastor prayed the 

man manifested and immediately ran to the pastorôs study desk where there 

were two Bibles. The demon-possessed man opened each bible and ripped 

one page out of each. After the pastor and his team prayed for and cast out 

the demons they took a look at the Bibles and realized the man had pulled out 

the same page from each Bible, the page containing Revelation Chapter 20, 

which spells out the ultimate defeat of Satan!  

 

 

 



Understanding the Book of Revelation 

 

6 

 

iii. MANôS View 

 

Throughout church history there have been four main schools of interpretation 

concerning the book of Revelation. 

PRETERISM: The Preterist view derives its name from the Latin word praeter 

meaning "past".  It attempts to relate all of Revelation except for the very end 

to events in the first three centuries, with Rome and its early emperors, 

particularly Nero, being the only principals. 
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HISTORICISM: The Historicist view of Revelation attempts to map the events 

described in the book to historical events, providing a panorama of the history 

of the Church from the days of John to the end of time. 

 

IDEALISM: The Idealist believes simply that Revelation does not refer to any 

historical or future event at all; rather it is a timeless allegory of the conflict 

between good and evil - a description of the spiritual principles of God that 

equip one for spiritual battles, which constantly confront the Church. 

FUTURISM: Although the three views given above may entail some 

recognition of predictive prophecy in Revelation, not one of them permit 

Eschatological derivations to be made.  The fourth manner in which 

Revelation may be understood is the Futurist viewpoint, which views most of 

the book (chapters 4 - 22) as prophecy yet to be fulfilled.  This is the only 

logical interpretation if one is to interpret the text plainly.  The Futurist 

viewpoint is the only one which most literally follows scripture under 

consistent and proper hermeneutics. 
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One Futurist model of interpretation is shown below. This assumes the seven 

churches are to be interpreted as ñchurch agesò. Personally I do not feel this 

is justified as Jesus spoke to real churches with real problems all at the same 

time. In this teaching I will interpret the churches as literal churches from 

Johnôs time that ALL have relevance to us today (see lesson 2). 

 

Following is a diagram showing how these views compare in their placing of 

the Great Tribulation. For each view the time of the Great Tribulation is shown 

within an arch (the Idealist view is not included as they merely spiritualize this 

time). 
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9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾƛŜǿǎΧ 

As an example of the four main differing interpretations of Revelation let us 

look at the interpretation of the Scarlet Woman in Revelation 17.  

Preterism would interpret it as being fulfilled in the immediate history 

surrounding the writing of Revelation ï that is in the context of the Roman 

Empire being the superpower. As the text states the woman a city sitting on 

seven hills (Revelation 17:9, 18) the Preterist would logically say she must be 

Rome. 

Historicism interprets the woman in terms of the whole flow of world history, 

especially concerning Europe and the morphing of the old Roman Empire into 

the Holy Roman Empire. They would see the woman as the Vatican, the 

home of Roman Catholicism, embodied in the Pope himself. 

Idealism interprets the woman as merely a symbol of evil and not a literal 

person or place. 

Futurism sees the woman as an end time city that represents a whole system 

of money and pleasure (maybe also a religious center but that is not so clear 

from the text). One city that meets these criteria is Brussels, the center of the 

European Union. It is among 51 cities in the world that sits on seven hills 

(others being Rome, Jerusalem, Mecca, Istanbul and Tehran). This ties in 

with other prophecies that the Antichrist (the Beast on which the woman rides) 

will come forth from a revived Roman Empire (the EU actually seeing itself as 

such). We will look more into who this woman is when we come to lesson 10. 

Many people make Revelation say what they want it to ï this is not good Bible 

interpretation. We need to let it speak for itself and read óout ofô rather than 

óintoô the text.  

b. Vista of Revelation 

In their endeavor to interpret Revelation many scholars have come up with 

elaborate and complicated charts that confuse the reader. The main 

purpose of Revelation is not to give a complicated and detailed outline of 

end time events but to prepare the church for what is ahead and infuse us 

with hope knowing the end of His story. I have thrown such elaborate 

diagrams into the bin and hope to come up with a more simple and 

understandable outline within the context of the actual purpose of this 

letter.  

ñWrite the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the 

things which will take place after this.ò Rev 1:19 (NKJV) 
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The verse gives the natural OUTLINE of the Revelation. 

 

1. The things which you have seen (Chapter 1) ï A revelation of the risen Christ 

(see the picture).  

 

2. The things which are (Chapters 2-3) ï The state of the seven churches. 

3. The things which will take place after this (Chapters (5-22) ï End time events. 

This is the outline I will be using during this series, looking at the 7 Churches, 

7 Seals, 7 Trumpets, 7 Signs, 7 Bowls, 7 Dooms and 7 New Things. 
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c. Value of Revelation 

Revelation is very valuable to us as it: 

i. Is ultimately a revelation of JESUS Himself (Revelation 1:1). 

a. He is the righteous JUDGE (Revelation 1:12-15) 

ñThen I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning 

I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands 

one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash 

around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like 

snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished 

bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many 

waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a 

sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full 

strength.ò 

We should FEAR Him. 

b. He is the sacrificial SAVIOUR (Revelation 5:6) 

ñAnd between the throne and the four living creatures and among the 

elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven 

horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out 

into all the earth.ò 

We should THANK Him. 

c. He is the almighty GOD (Revelation 15:3-4) 

ñAnd they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of 

the Lamb, saying, ñGreat and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the 

Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! Who will 

not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All 
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nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been 

revealed.ò 

We should EXALT Him. 

d. He is the kingly BRIDEGROOM (Revelation 19:7-10) 

ñLet us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.ò And to her it was 

granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the 

righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, ñWrite: óBlessed are those 

who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!ôò And he said to me, 

ñThese are the true sayings of God.ò  And I fell at his feet to worship him. 

But he said to me, ñSee that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, 

and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For 

the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.ò 

We should LOVE Him. 

ii. Was written to show us the FULFILLMENT of all things. 

Genesis reveals to us the beginnings of all things and Revelation 

shows us the ending and consummation of all things. Without this letter 

to end all Scripture we would have the little letter of Jude that speaks 

into a second generation church that is riddled with false doctrine! 
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iii. Was written for ORDINARY people. 

Two thirds of those living in the area of the seven churches mentioned 

in this letter were slaves in the Roman Empire. This letter was written 

to simple folk and not sophisticated scholars. It is the scholars that 

have messed it up and made it inaccessible to those who should be 

blessed by it. There is a story about a group of seminary students who 

were going through Revelation in their lecture and went for a break to 

the basketball court (to rest from the complicated teaching). The simply 

educated caretaker was waiting for them to finish so he could lock up 

and he was reading the Bible. One student asked what he was reading 

and he said, ñRevelation sir!ò The student was amazed and said, ñDo 

you understand it?ò ñOh yes!ò said the caretaker, ñJesus wins!ò  Really 

that is the message of revelation in a nutshell. Though things will get a 

lot worse before they get a lot better, ultimately Revelation is a 

message of hope. 

iv. Was written to fill people with HOPE so they will be motivated to 

holiness. 

The central and key verse of the letter is ñHere is the patience of the 

saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the 

faith of Jesus.ò  Rev 14:12 (NKJV). Godôs people are to patiently 

endure all the terrible things to come in holiness because something 

much better is waiting for them. It is ultimately a book of hope where 

we are told the final outcome. Jesus won, the devil nil! We need to be 

on Jesusô side and patiently play the game according to the rules and 

weôre guaranteed victory! 

v. Is a Call for Christians to ENDURE to the end as overcomers. 

Revelation is not just about surviving the terrible things to come in the 

end times but being an overcomer in the midst of them (ñAnd he who 

overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power 

over the nations.ò Revelation 2:26 (NKJV)). 

3. Conclusion 

The main message of Revelation can be summed up by the two words: 

 OVERCOME and ENDURE. 

Overcome what? Endure what? Thatôs what we will find out in the following 

lessons of this series. 
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PART TWO: LETTERS FROM JESUS 

 
1. Introduction: 

ñJohn, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace 

from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 

Spirits who are before His throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 

witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the 

earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 

blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him 

be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amenò Revelation 1:4-6 (NKJV) 

Revelation is first and foremost a LETTER. 

The Apostle John had a network of seven Churches in Western Asia Minor 

(modern day western Turkey) that he made a circuit of regularly before he 

was exiled onto the island of Patmos. Revelation would have been sent to 

these churches initially. 

This introductory note shows the entire book of Revelation was firstly 

written to all the seven churches as an encouragement to be overcomers 

in the troubled times through the blood of Jesus. 

There is one section where there are specific letters just for each of the 

seven churches (Chapters 2 and 3). These seven letters are directly from 

Jesus Himself, dictated to John who wrote them down. No other letters of 

the New Testament were so directly from Jesus as these were.  
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In this lesson we are looking at the first two divisions ï the things John 

saw and the things which were real concerning the churches at his time. 

We are particularly looking at the seven letters to the seven churches. 

A Revelation of Jesus 

Revelation 1:9-20 is the awesome revelation of JESUS that the church 

needs to have to endure the tribulation to come. The judge first walks 

among the churches ï judgment comes first to the house of God before it 

comes upon the world (1 Peter 4:17). He comes to make sure the lamps 

are burning brightly in all the churches because this will need to be the 

case for them to endure the trials to come.  

Chapter one of Revelation shows us the initial vision of John as he was in 

the Spirit.  

ñI, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom 

and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for 

the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit 

on the Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 

saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, 

"What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which 

are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to 

Philadelphia, and to Laodicea." Then I turned to see the voice that spoke 

with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the 

midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a 

garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 

His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes 

like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, 

and His voice as the sound of many waters; He had in His right hand 

seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His 

countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. And when I saw Him, 

I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, 

"Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was 

dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of 

Hades and of Death. Write the things which you have seen, and the things 

which are, and the things which will take place after this. The mystery of 

the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 

lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 

the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.ò Revelation 

1:9-20 (NKJV) 

His vision is amazing. He sees Jesus like heôs never seen Him before, 

standing in the midst of seven menorah (Jewish lamp stands). John was 
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considered to be the closest disciple of Jesus and probably knew him 

better than the others. However, here he sees Jesus as the Righteous 

Judge. He is dressed just like a Roman judge of that time but even 

grander and far more powerful. As a result John falls to the feet of Jesus 

as one dead. The one he thought he knew so well he hardly knew at all! 

 

This is the awesome revelation of Jesus that the church needs to have to 

endure the tribulation to come. The judge first walks among the churches ï 

judgment comes first to the house of God before it comes upon the world 

(1 Peter 4:17). He comes to make sure the lamps are burning brightly in all 

the churches because this will need to be the case for them to endure the 

trials to come.  

The seven stars in Jesusô right hand are the seven angels of the seven 

churches. This shows us that every church has at least one angel 

assigned to it. Opinion differs as to whether this angel is merely a human 

ómessengerô (the meaning of the greek word óangelosô) or an actual angelic 

messenger. This óangelô assists the church in being a bright shining 

witness, if the church allows it to do so! Notice that each letter to each 

church is firstly addressed to this angel.  
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Jesus tells us we are not to judge by appearance (John 7:24). What may 

look beautiful and full of life may actually be dead, such as a beautiful 

butterfly in a museum collection! 

Jesus sees the churches as they really are not as they APPEAR. Some of 

the churches that appeared so alive in manôs estimation (such as Sardis) 

were actually dead in Godôs eyes.  

2. Seven Letters to Seven Churches: 

a. What was so special about these churches that Jesus Himself 

dictated special letters to them? 

i. This was a key area for the APOSTLES, especially Paul (three years in 

Ephesus) and John (ministered in a circuit to all the seven 

churches). Philip was killed here. 

ii. This area was an important centre of TRADE and CULTURE at the 

time of the apostles. Money was first made here at Sardis (in the 

reign of King Croesus) and the dotted routes represent important 

trade routes used at that time (linking Europe to Asia and Africa). 

 

Culturally, this was the cultural centre of the earth at that time. Three of the 

seven wonders of the ancient world were in this area ï The Temple of 

Artemis (Diana) in Ephesus, The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus and the 

Colossus of Rhodes.  

It was an area of great Greek/Roman influence and where the religions 

of the east and west met.  

iii. Satanôs HEADQUARTERS was here in PERGAMUM. 

Satan is not omnipresent as God is. He roams the earth when he is not 

in the second heaven and needs a base of operation.  At the time of 
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John that base of operation was Pergamum. It is at Pergamum that 

Satanôs Throne was and where Satan dwelt (Revelation 2:13). Most 

scholars identify the Throne of Zeus as being ñSatanôs Throneò. This 

was a seat shaped altar to Zeus placed prominently on the highest 

place overlooking Pergamum. It was here that those considered traitors 

to Rome were killed (and probably where Antipas was martyred ï 

2:13). In the early twentieth century this altar was moved to Berlin just 

as Hitler was rising to power! 

As you can see from the map, Pergamum was strategic as it was at the 

northernmost part of the trade routes bringing goods, knowledge and 

wealth from Europe. Satan would have wanted to make sure that only 

those things that would further his plans should be allowed through. 

There are three zones that the seven churches may be divided into ï 

those closest to Satanôs base (Pergamum, Thyatira and Sardis), those 

further away (Smyrna and Philadelphia) and those furthest away 

(Ephesus and Laodicea). Remember, by AD95 at the time of Johnôs 

writing these were all second generation churches and Satan had been 

diligently attacking them during this time. 

 

Zone 1 (closest to Satanôs base) ï Pergamum, Thyatira and Sardis 

Churches here were corrupt from THE INSIDE by idolatry and IMMORALITY 
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Looking at the descriptions of the churches at Pergamum, Thyatira and Sardis you 

see that they had been attacked by agents of Satan from within. They were 

corrupted from inside by idolatry and immorality but they still seemed to be 

functioning somewhat as lights in their community as not all had succumbed to 

Satanôs attack. Pergamum was infected with the Doctrine of Balaam (2:14) leading 

them to eat with the pagans of the things offered to idols and lie with the temple 

prostitutes in sexual immortality.  Thyatira was infected by the doctrine of Jezebel 

leading the people to do the same as those in Pergamum (2:20). Sardis was infected 

by a spirit of death and stupor from within leading to some having ñdefiled garmentsò 

(3:4).  These characteristics can particularly be seen today in the churches in the 

developing nations. 

Zone 2 (further away from Satanôs base) ï Smyrna and Philadelphia 

Churches here were suffering PERSECUTION from OUTSIDE (Jews). 

Both Smyrna and Philadelphia were far enough away from Satanôs base of operation 

so as to not be infiltrated directly from within by his minions. However, they were 

being attacked from without. Both of these churches was suffering great persecution 

from the ñsynagogue of Satanò (Revelation 2:9 and 3:9), probably meaning that they 

were being persecuted by the Jewish leaders in their city. As we will see, these two 

churches had the best report of all and are only commended by Jesus. Persecuted 

churches tend to have the purest form of Christianity and also need the most 

encouragement. These characteristics can particularly be seen today in the churches 

in the persecuted nations. 

Zone 3 (furthest away from Satanôs base) ï Ephesus and Laodicea 

Satan not bothered as these churches are DESTROYING themselves. 

Jesus has the most criticism for the last two churches, which are furthest away from 

Satanôs base of operations. Indeed Satan is not attacking these two churches from 

within or from without as they are actually destroying themselves without his help! 

The churches at Ephesus and Laodicea were the first churches to be established in 

this area and were the wealthiest and biggest of all. They were the mega-churches 

of their day. The Church at Ephesus was the first Church to be established here by 

the Apostle Paul and all the other churches had been planted by their witness. 

However, now the church had impressive activities but no real love (2:4). Without 

love they had lost their dynamic witness in the community. The church at Laodicea 

had become lukewarm in its witness to the community and though it was a rich 

church was really ñpoor, blind and nakedò (3:17) in Jesusô eyes. Indeed Jesus was 

not even attending the meetings in this church as they made Him sick and he was 

outside knocking on their church door (3:20)! These characteristics can particularly 

be seen today in the churches in the developed nations. 
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See the following picture that summarizes the above. 

 

b. Seven parts to each letter. 

i. ADDRESSEE ï Who the letter is addressed to. In this case the 

addressees are the seven churches that John ministered to. 

ii. ADDRESSER ï Who the letter is from. In every case this is 

Jesus but He revealed one aspect or name that they most 

needed. 

iii. APPROVAL ï Jesus speaks words or encouragement and 

approval (if there are any) before moving into accusation. 

iv. ACCUSATION ï Jesus does not mince His words but shows 

things as they really are, revealing the true state of each church. 

v. ADVICE ï Jesus does not accuse without giving a solution. He 

gives practical advice of how to overcome the problems. 

vi. ASSURANCE ï Jesus gives beautiful assurances to those who 

overcome at the end of each letter. 

vii. APPEAL ï Each letter end with an appeal to ñhe who has earsò 

to really hear His message and act upon it. 
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d. Real Places, Real Issues 

Each of the letters was written to real churches with real issues. Jesus 

understood the churches inside out and used language that they could 

easily identify with. He used terms that were unique to their environments 

and history. For example, Jesus promised a ñcrown of lifeò to those in the 

church at Smyrna (modern day Izmir) that faithfully endured the 

persecution. This would have meant a lot to the Christian in Smyrna as the 

hills surrounding the city were called ñThe Crown of Smyrnaò. These hills 

were lined with the pagan temples and buildings and maybe even the 

Synagogue that caused so much of their persecution. 

Place Insights 

Ephesus 

 

This was one of largest cities in the Mediterranean and a key 

centre for travel and commerce. Was famed for the Temple of 

Artemis (Diana) and Library of Celsus. It was the óGateway of 

Asiaô. 

Smyrna 

 

This is the only city that still is inhabited with an existing 

church. All other places are now uninhabited ruins. Mountains 

around the city were called ñThe Crown of Smyrnaò.  

Pergamum 

 

This city had a large complex to Asclepius, the god of healing 

and was considered a wonder of the world in Paulôs time. Altar 

of Zeus was here at highest point. 

Thyatira 

 

Famous for her brass guilds Jesus showed himself to the 

Thyatiran church as one with feet like fine brass (2:18), who 

had come to judge their false doctrine! 
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Sardis 

 

Sardis was once the strongest city of this area under King 

Croesus. The king thought the Acropolis Stronghold to be 

impenetrable and so only posted a few guards there. However 

the Persian King Cyrus sent spies who saw one guard drop 

his helmet down the steep cliff side guarding the city. They 

then saw the guard use footholds to descend to get the helmet 

and ascend again into the Stronghold. With this knowledge 

the armies of Cyrus came and took the city! In the same way 

the Christians of Sardis had dropped their guard and their 

helmets of salvation, assuming their faith was alive and 

kicking whereas it was on the point of death! 

Philadelphia 

 

In 17AD there was a huge earthquake that virtually leveled the 

city but one huge pillar remained that still remains to this day. 

Jesus was probably referring to this when he promised that 

the Overcoming Christians of Philadelphia would be ña pillar in 

the Temple of My Godò (3:12). 

Laodicea 

 

The best example of how well Jesus knew the churches and 

their environments is His letter to the Laodiceans. When He 

said they were neither hot nor cold but lukewarm and 

therefore made Him sick, He was speaking in language that 

would be very powerful to them. Laodicea had no water 

source of its own and they built and extensive water pipe 

system (the picture shows the ruins we can see today of this 

water pipe system) to channel water from elsewhere.  

The two main places they got water from were the hot 

mountain springs of Hierapolis and the cool, refreshing waters 

of Colossae. However, in both cases, by the time the water 

reached Laodicea it was lukewarm and contaminated by bitter 

minerals that made people sick if they drank it as it came. 

They needed to boil the water first before they drank it. So 

when Jesus said He wished they were either hot or cold does 

not mean He wished they were either zealous for Him (hot) or 

hardened and cold towards Him. He wished they we either like 

the healing hot springs waters of Hierapolis or the refreshing 

cool waters of Colossae. Also, Laodicea was famous for its 

wealth (gold), textiles (white garments) and medicine 

(especially eye salve). So when Jesus called them ñpoor, 

naked and blindò (3:17), needing to buy refined heavenly gold 

from Him, white garments of righteousness and anoint their 

eyes with spiritual eye salve (3:18) , they would have really 

got the message! 
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e. What did Jesus say? 

 

This chart condenses what I have already been talking about. The men holding the 

ñXò represent criticism and accusation from Jesus. The men holding the tick 

represent approval and praise from Jesus. As you can see two churches only get a 

big ñXò (Ephesus and Laodicea), only two churches get a big tick (Smyrna and 

Philadelphia) and the other three get a mixed reception. 

Notice that Jesus introduces Himself to each church with the name that they most 
need ï  
Ephesus: Jesus comes as the one who ñwalks in the midst of the Candlesticksò as 
they most need His loving presence. 
 
Smyrna: Jesus comes as He ñwhich was dead and is aliveò as they need comfort in 
the face of persecution and death. 
 
Pergamum: Jesus comes as ñHe which has the sharp swordò as they need the 
double edged sword of the Word against false doctrine. 
 
Thyatira: Jesus comes as ñThe Son of God with eyes of fire and feet of brassò 
because they need a Judge. 
 
Sardis: Jesus comes as ñHe that has the seven spiritsò as they need the life of the 
Spirit of God. 


