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Correctly Interpreting The Word of God




Introduction

The Scope of Scripture Interpretation
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Greek Word Meaning

_ Inspiration Theopneustos

God-breathed
Profitable Ophelimos From the rodt ‘¢o heap op’
(accumulate for benefit)
" Doctrine  Didaskalia Teaching, instruction of

doctrine / precepts.

Reproof EIegChOS A proof, that by which a

thing is tested (SIN)

Correctlon Epanorth OSIS Resu)ration to an Upnght state.
Correction, improvement of life

or character (ERROR)

Instruction Paideia Used of the whole training
and education of children




Doctrine:
What should | believe?
Reproof:
How should | not behave? @
Correction:
What should | not believe?
|nstruction:
How should | behave?




The Biblical Approach to

Studying Scripture.
See Nehemiah 8:5-12




The Biblical Approach to

Studying Scripture.
See Nehemiah 8:5-12
. Approach with a worshipful spirit (v5-6)

. Recognize those good In teaching
and in nterpretation  (V7)

. Read distinctly (v8a)

. Give the sense (v8b) T Exegesis
(observation).

Understand  (v8c) i Exegesis to
Hermeneutics (Interpretation)

6. Respond in holiness (v9-12) T Appl.



What the writing meant

to the people at the time

offwritmg (THelAuntigor's{ T
Intention).

Hermeneutics
What the text means to

us today (interpreting
the principles and not

practices)



Application

o P . Interpretation
Vg
J ODbservation




Extract timeless
principles

2. Theological Statement
“What is the timeless truth taught?”
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+  Historical interpretation © |z
Grammatical interpretation q,._] e
Contextual interpretation o E I g
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Wrong Interpretations

Type of wrong Interpretation
S M a. Taking Isolated Text

b. Misunderstanding the

.
-ﬂ-".:" iy

= o® culture of Biblical times.

c. Grammatical error

d. Misunderstanding
Biblical Hebrew thought.

e. Presuppositions
(Eisegesis)

f. Sensationalism / Super-
spirituality

Examples

Taking out of context.

Bible Times & Customs

From English or
original language.

What something DOES not IS

Reading things INTO
Instead of OUT OF.
Finding oOhi
Mmeanli Ngsao



= otep by Step Guide to Biblical
Interpretation.
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1. Get goodtranslations of the Bible and other 6t 0 0




tnglish Bible Translation Comparison
Word for Word —— |hought for Thought Paraphrase
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Historical Distance (difference between
original language and receptor language.)
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Literal Interpreting
translation of words and
words and ideas into
thoughts modern
used. equivalents

KJV / NKJV NIV

tnglish Bible Translation Comparison
—— |hought for Thought

N

Paraphrase

]

LV W N

More of a free
interpretation -
changing words and
grammar more
dramatically for ease
of understanding.

Living Bible




Types of Bible Translations

NASB - New American Standard Bible
AMP - Amplified Bible

ESV - English Standard Version

RSV - Revised Standard Version

KIV - King James Version

NKJV - New King James Version

HCSB - Holman Christian Standard Bible
NRSV « New Revised Standard Version
NAB - New American Bible

NJB - New Jerusalem Bible

NIV - New International Version

TNIV - Today's New International Version
NCV -« New Century Version

NLT - New Living Translation

NIrV - New International Reader's Version
GNT - Good News Translation
(also Good News Bible)
CEV - Contemporary English Version
TLB - The Living Bible
MSG - The Message



. English Bible Translation Lomparison
ord for Word Thought for Thought
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CEV

Two Theories of Translation e.g. 1 Peter 1:13

NWherefo
up the loins of

Attempts to translate the text Attempts to discern and render your mi n
literally — word for word. the thought of the original. (K JV)

Formal Equivalence Dynamic Equivalence
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~ Formal Equivalence Dynamic Equivalence
KJ\ NLT NTherefo

NASB NIV * prepare your

, mi nds f o
RSV NRSV (NIV)
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Determining the, Original Text

Textus Receptus

Asserts that the most accur.
g ate Asserts th
; , - at the
fof/ig”;f tllf the reading which is reading is the rear?j?St éficcura.te
. ne largest number of the oldest 4 round in
anuscripts, hebideon: and most reliable
Scripts.

Critical Text

KJV/NKJIV NASB/NIV

This difference in manner of determining the original
texts causes many differences in the final reading but
none of the differences are major in that they do not
change any doctrines or the main message of the texts.
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A. From similar pronunciation or
incorrect spelling

Rev. 1:5 lousanti ("washed"”) and lusanti ("freed").

= unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood,
Rev. 1:5 KJV

= to Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood,

Rev. 1:5 NASB
i

B. From errors of memory or
anticipation

Transposition of letters. Mark 14:65 elabon
("receive”) and ebalon ("strike™).

And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet
him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him
with the palms of their hands.

Mark 14:65 KJV

And some began to spit at Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat HiIm
with their fists, and to say to Him, "Prophesy!”™ And the officers
received Him with slaps in the face.

Mark 14:65 NASB -l
C————

BIBLIOLOGY: The Doctrine of Scripture




wrongly taken as corrections
Addition of homiletic notes.

And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting

lots: that it might Qg glflllgg which was spoken by

h roph Th rrmen mong them

and upon Mmy vesture did they cast lots.
Mat. 27:35 KJV

And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His
garments among themselves, casting lots;

Mat. 27:35 NASB

" D. To try and make the meaning
clearer

Additions, omissions, and substitutions designed to simplify
or correct the grammar. Mark 7:2 "they found fault”

added to complete the sentence.

And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is

to say, with unwashen, hands, they found fault.
Mark 7:2 KJV

and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their bread with
impure hands, that is, unwashed.
Mark 7:2 NASB
—
BIBLIOLOGY: The Doctrine of Scripture




@dranslation Errors

= L e o

= ‘73—‘,_ = s
T --’:..‘;‘:7

— "E,q%."—r.’ . . — = E—g ———

- Ev‘ ;;-?:':—'33’ — ————

To Harmomze Related Passages

Mat. 19:17 "Why do you ask me concerning
what is good?”

replaced with

"Why do you call me good?"” from Mark
10:18. —-a very frequent kind of alteration.

_—

ﬁ'o remqQve difficulties that would be
difficult to explain

Mark 1:2 "in Isaiah the prophet”" changed to
"in the prophets.”

Actually this quote is a composite of
Isa. 40:3 and Mal. 3:1

BIBLIOLOGY: The Doctrine of Scripture
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 To em bsize ‘_rafeg uard
important teachings

Luke 2:33 "Joseph” substituted for "his
father”.

And Joseph and his mother marveled at those things which were
spoken of him.

Luke 2:33 KJV

And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were
being said about Him.
Luke 2:33 NASB

P <

H To Reflect or Promote Monastic
' Customs

Mark 9:29 "and fasting”™ added after "prayer™
(similarly in Acts 10:30, 1 Cor. 7:5).

29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by mnothing, but by
prayer and fasting.
Mark 9:29 KJVv

29 And He said to them, "This kind cannot come out by anything but
prayer.™
Mark 9:29 NASB

>

BIBLIOLOGY: The Doctrine of Scripture
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15 "o they cast him out of the vineyard and
Killed him. Therefore what will the owner of the
vineyard do to them?

16 "He will come and destroy those vinedressers
and give the vineyard to others" And when they
heard it they said, "Certainly not!"

17 Then He looked at them and said, "What then
is this that is written: 'The stone which the builders
rejected has become the chief cornerstong'?

18 "whoever falls on that stone will be broken;
hut on whomever it falls, itwill grind him to powder "
19 And the chief priests and the scribes that very
hour sought to lay hands on Him, but they feared
the people-- far they knew that He had spoken this
parable against thern.

20 5o they watched Him, and sent spies who
pretended to be righteous, that they might seize on
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(@ 1l. Make six basic OBSERVATIONS

Firstly READ I T OUT ALOUL
and an Hé

= 1. WHO: Wrote It? Spoke it? About whom? To whom?
2. WHAT: Are the main events? Are the major ideas?etc
3. WHEN: Was 1t written? DiIc
4. WHERE: Was this done? Was it said? Will it happen?
5. WHY: Was this written? Was this mentioned? etc..
6. HOW: Is it done? Is this truth illustrated?




hom?

deas?etc




I1l. Consider the TYPE of
the LITERATURE you are

studying.
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a. Old Testament Narratives

Such as Genesis, Exodus, Judges, Ruth, Esther
Three | evel se

TOP LEVEL= Whole universal PLAN of God
worked out through creation.

MIDDLE LEVEL = Centers on ISRAEL
BOTTOM LEVEL = |INDIVIDUAL narratives.
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Narravive

It usually will not teach a DOCTRINE directly.

It will usually illustrate a DOCTRINE found
elsewhere.

Records WHAT happens (this is not necessarily
what SHOULD happen).

Not necessarily agood EXAMPLE  for us.
None of the characteristics are PERFECT

We areto JUDGE If their actions were
good or bad on the basis of the rest of Scripture.
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7. All narratives are SELECTIVE and INCOMPLETE

- 8. Not written to answer our THEOLOGICALquestions
“ 9. Teach a specific POINT  explicitly or implicitly.

10. GOD Is the hero of all Biblical narratives.



¥ With OT Biblical Narratives BEWARE OF..

1. Allegorizing - Taking the story merely as an
sl < allegory rather than what really
happened

2. Decontextualizing i Taking the story out of
context and thus missing

: the main point.

"= 22 3. Selectivity - Selecting only certain portions to

- get a point across and ignoring

the rest.
4. False combinations i

Combining unrelated
elements in the story.

When plain meaning leaves

one cold it Is tempting to

redefine the meaning to seem
more. . ospliritual 0.

5. Redefinitions -




Berry/ Holub

*MR. NOAH, DON'T YOU THINK THE FPROPHESIES OF A
GLOBAL CLIMATE CHAMGE ARE A BIT EXAGGERATED?™
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Such as Leviticus, Deuteronomy
Matthew 5:17-18

"Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For
assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass
away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass
from the law till all is fulfilled. 0 ( NKJ)

Jesus came to bring the correct INTERPRETATION
of the Law. He fulfills the Law in His own life - This
IS seen in Matt 5:20 30:; 22:37-40.
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CEREMONIAL LAW:

THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM / PRIESTS & FEASTS 1
All these are no longer PHYSICALLY carried
out by Godos people. The c
(fulfillment) of these are found in  JESUS (THE
SACRIFICE T all wrapped up in Him, THE PASSOVER
LAMB etc..)

Blood of the Passover Lamb

Kl,a,;l.,la* lhe Blaod






