
Hermeneutics

Correctly Interpreting The Word of God



Introduction
The Scope of Scripture Interpretation

ñAll Scripture is given by inspiration of God and 

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousnessò. 

2 Timothy 3:16



English 

Word       

Greek Word Meaning

Inspiration Theopneustos

Profitable Ophelimos

Doctrine Didaskalia

Reproof Elegchos

Correction Epanorthosis

Instruction Paideia

God-breathed

From the root óto heap upô 

(accumulate for benefit)

Teaching, instruction of 

doctrine / precepts.

A proof, that by which a 

thing is tested (SIN)

Restoration to an upright state. 

Correction, improvement of life 

or character (ERROR)

Used of the whole training 

and education of children



English 

Word       

Greek Word Meaning

Inspiration Theopneustos

Profitable Ophelimos

Doctrine Didaskalia

Reproof Elegchos

Correction Epanorthosis

Instruction Paideia

God-breathed

From the root óto heap upô 

(accumulate for benefit)
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A proof, that by which a 

thing is tested (SIN)

Restoration to an upright state. 

Correction, improvement of life 

or character (ERROR)

Used of the whole training 

and education of children

Doctrine: 

What should I believe?

Reproof: 

How should I not behave?

Correction: 

What should I not believe?

Instruction: 

How should I behave?



The Biblical Approach to 

Studying Scripture.
See Nehemiah 8:5-12



The Biblical Approach to 

Studying Scripture.
See Nehemiah 8:5-12

1. Approach with a                        spirit (v5-6)

2. Recognize those good in   

and in                                (v7)

3. Read  (v8a)

4. Give the                         (v8b) ïExegesis 

(observation).

5. (v8c) ïExegesis to 

Hermeneutics (Interpretation)

6. Respond in                         (v9-12) ïAppl.

worshipful

teaching

interpretation

distinctly

sense

Understand

holiness



Word Meaning

Exegesis

Hermeneutics

What the writing meant 

to the people at the time 

of writing (The Authorôs 

Intention).

What the text means to 

us today (interpreting 

the principles and not 

practices)



8 Study of the Bible

Observation

Interpretation

Application





Wrong Interpretations
Type of wrong Interpretation Examples

a. Taking Isolated Text

b. Misunderstanding the 

culture of Biblical times.

c. Grammatical error

d. Misunderstanding 

Biblical Hebrew thought.

e. Presuppositions 

(Eisegesis)

f. Sensationalism / Super-

spirituality

Taking out of context.

Bible Times & Customs

From English or 

original language.

What something DOES not IS

Reading things INTO 

instead of OUT OF.

Finding óhidden 

meaningsô



Step by Step Guide to Biblical 

Interpretation.

1. Get good                     of the Bible and othertranslations ótoolsô.





Literal 

translation of 

words and 

thoughts 

used.

KJV / NKJV

Interpreting 

words and 

ideas into 

modern 

equivalents

NIV

More of a free 

interpretation ï

changing words and 

grammar more 

dramatically for ease 

of understanding.

Living Bible





e.g. 1 Peter 1:13

ñWherefore gird 

up the loins of 

your mindò 

(KJV)

ñTherefore 

prepare your 

minds for actionò 

(NIV)



KJV/NKJV                     NASB/NIV

This difference in manner of determining the original 

texts causes many differences in the final reading but 

none of the differences are major in that they do not 

change any doctrines or the main message of the texts. 



iv. Examples of Translation 

errors.

BIBLIOLOGY: The Doctrine of Scripture

A.

B.



BIBLIOLOGY: The Doctrine of Scripture

C.

D.



BIBLIOLOGY: The Doctrine of Scripture

E.

F.



BIBLIOLOGY: The Doctrine of Scripture

G.

H.





II. Make six basic OBSERVATIONS

Firstly READ IT OUT ALOUD then ask the 5 Wôs 

and an Hé

1. WHO: Wrote it? Spoke it? About whom? To whom?

2. WHAT: Are the main events? Are the major ideas?etc

3. WHEN:  Was it written? Did this take place? etcé 

4. WHERE: Was this done? Was it said? Will it happen?

5. WHY: Was this written? Was this mentioned? etc..

6. HOW: Is it done? Is this truth illustrated?
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and an Hé
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1. PEOPLE

2. PLACE

3. PLOT

4. POINT

5. PRINCIPLES

6. PRESENT

7. PARALLELS

8. PERSONAL

9. PLAN



III. Consider the                     of 

the                       you are 

studying.

TYPE

LITERATURE



a. Old Testament Narratives

Such as

Three levelsé

TOP LEVEL= Whole universal                   of God 

worked out through creation.

MIDDLE LEVEL = Centers on

BOTTOM LEVEL =    narratives.

Genesis, Exodus, Judges, Ruth, Esther

PLAN

ISRAEL

INDIVIDUAL



1. It usually will not teach a                         directly.

2. It will usually illustrate a                          found 

elsewhere.

3. Records             happens (this is not necessarily   

what                        happen).

4. Not necessarily a good                           for us.

5. None of the characteristics are

6. We are to                          if their actions were 

good or bad on the basis of the rest of Scripture.

DOCTRINE

WHAT

SHOULD

EXAMPLE

PERFECT

JUDGE

DOCTRINE



7. All narratives are and

8. Not written to answer our                           questions

9. Teach a specific   explicitly or implicitly. 

10. Is the hero of all Biblical narratives.

SELECTIVE INCOMPLETE

THEOLOGICAL

POINT

GOD



With OT Biblical Narratives BEWARE OF..

1. Allegorizing -

2. Decontextualizing ï

3. Selectivity -

4. False combinations ï

5. Redefinitions -

Taking the story merely as an 

allegory rather than what really 

happened

Taking the story out of 

context and thus missing 

the main point.

Selecting only certain portions to 

get a point across and ignoring 

the rest.

Combining unrelated 

elements in the story.

When plain meaning leaves 

one cold it is tempting to 

redefine the meaning to seem 

more óspiritualô.







Such as

Matthew 5:17-18 

"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the 

Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For 

assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass 

away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 

from the law till all is fulfilled.ò (NKJ)

Jesus came to bring the correct                                 

of the Law. He fulfills the Law in His own life - This 

is seen in Matt 5:2ð30; 22:37-40.

Leviticus, Deuteronomy

INTERPRETATION



CEREMONIAL LAW:

THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM / PRIESTS & FEASTS ï

All these are no longer    carried 

out by Godôs people. The correct interpretation 

(fulfillment) of these are found in     (THE 

SACRIFICE ïall wrapped up in Him, THE PASSOVER 

LAMB etc..)

PHYSICALLY

JESUS




