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The Making of the Bibl@he Doctrine of Scripture)

WHY STUDY THE DOCTRINE OF SCRIPTURE
(BIBLIOLOGY)?

(1) Knowing Bibliology can increase your confidence in the Bible
so that you would read it and obey it (2 Peter 1:19-21).

(2) Knowing Bibliology can give you confidence in using the
Bible to defend the truth (1 Peter 3:15) and give you answers
to questions like:

- What makes the Bible different or unique from other religious or
sacred books?

- Hasnodét science disproved the Bible

- Hasnodot hiagshaeplogy digprowed the Bible?

- Arendt t he misreeedlindha Bibleampessible?

- Doesndt the Bible contradict itsel

- lsnét the Bible just a collection
authorities in the Church?

- We canodot know what it actwually sai

original manuscripts, do we?

- Do n 6t -bibligat boaks claim to be inspired?

- Didndét the Church decide what book
ones werenot ?

(3) Knowing Bibliology will makes you a better interpreter of the
Bible, because it can help you:

- Understand the reliability of different translations and choose
the best one for your purposes (and answer those who say that
the King James is the only accurate version and that all others
are corrupt).

- Understand where the chapters and verses in the Bible come

from.
- Dealwiththenot es 1 n your Bi bl e foutdat say
i n the earliest manuscriptso and t

- Determine which parts of the Bible are authoritative for your life
today (do we obey the Old Testament? The Sermon on the
Mount?)
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The Making of the Bible (Bibliology)

Introduction:

The Meaning of BIBLE.
A Derived from the Greek word biblion, meaningfi b o orléid ol | 0
A This word comes from the root byblos, the papyrus plant, from which early
scrolls were made.
A Plural form, biblia used by Latin-speaking Christians for all books of Bible (OT
and NT) 7 so Bible literally meansfiBo o k s 0 .

The Meaning of SCRIPTURE.
A Comes from OT graphe, meaningfiwr i t i ngs 0
Aln OT AWritingso car mgseld6; 3 Cheonitles 23W8:hor i ty
Ezra 3:2).
A In NT, grapho is used ninety nine times referring to The Bible and graphe is
used fifty one times referring to Scriptures.
E Refers to all parts of Scripture (Matthew 21:42; Romans 15:4)
E Refers to individual parts of Scripture (Mark 12:10; Romans 11:2)
A Quoting Scripture is synonymous with quoting God (Romans 4:3; 10:11; 1
Timothy 5:18).

During this teaching we will be looking at the process of how God has communicated
and is communicatngHi s Wor d to wus, following the diag

Revelation and
LQ§g|rat|%§|w

TE

-léngluence Understood in
Con\{jﬂgjjwomn !b&mm
in others Receivedin

the heart ST
lllumination

!Ex;_)ressed 1 e _
in life walk : Interpretation
: 2 _To seekers .-~
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1. The Divine Origirof The Bible

“..for prophecy never
came by the will of man,
but holy men of God
spoke as they were
moved by the Holy
Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:21

In the Bible, the phrases A God ®rafiTdhous saysardused Lor do
3,800 times (e.g. Exodus 14:1; 20:1; Isaiah 1:10) and in the New

Testament the Apostle Paul plus the other apostles recognized what they

were writing was the very commandments of God (1 Corinthians 14:37).

a. Internal evidence.

i. This was acknowledged by believers (1 Thessalonians 2:13)

ii. Peter warned others nottoalterPaul 6 s wr i tings becau:
the very words of God (2 Peter 1:16-21).

iii. John said to reject his writings was to reject God! (1 John 4:6)
Many suffered for making such claims (Jeremiah 11:21; 12:6; 23:21)

Testimonies of Jesus, Moses, Joshua, David, Daniel, Nehemiah, John,
and Paul affirm the authority and verbal inspiration of Scriptures.

b. Continuity despite diversity.

The Bible has over forty human authors with diverse backgrounds: a
political leader (Moses), shepherds (David), a king (Solomon), a cupbearer
(Nehemiah), a Scribe (Ezra), a herdsman (Amos), a prime minister
(Daniel), a tax collector (Matthew), a doctor (Luke), a rabbi (Paul), a
fisherman (Peter)andJ e s u s 60 sJane$ amceJude) to name a few.

They all wrote from differing locations with a diversity of conditions:
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I. Europe, Asia, Africa

ii. Prisons (Paul, Jeremiah), deserts (David), the countryside (Amos),
and from royal courts (Isaiah, Daniel)

Most of these did not know of the other writers of Scripture and were
unfamiliar of what they wrote. They collectively wrote over a period of 1500
years all without significant contradictions or inconsistencies.

c. Comparison with ancient texts.

Looking at the following chart we see that the New Testament is extremely
well attested to in comparison with other ancient writings. Indeed we have
the most ancient copies of New Testament scriptures in comparison to
other ancient writings deriving from a similar time period.

The only ancient document that comes close (barring the Old Testament
itself as we shall later see) is the lliad by Homer with a tiny 643 copies
existing as opposed to over 25,000 copies of New Testament manuscripts.

Date of |Most ancient Num. of | Authenticity

Author o : T -
writing copies copies exist  of copies
Caesar 100 B.C. | 900A.D. 10 (',?
. - |
Livy 100B.C. N, 20 6?
Tacito [00AD. | LI00AD. | 12 (-)?
Thucidides (400B.C. | 900A.D. ] &?
Demosthenes |300B.C. | L100AD. | 2()() C?
Homer (Iiad) [900B.C. | 400AD. | 643 | /7
Testament | A.D. ’

Amazingly, the New Testament holds up remarkably when compared with the
Shakespear eos

relatively

moder n

copi es

of
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d. Its prophetic/supernatural nature.
40+ Authors but over-arching divine redemptive story.

Many prophecies exactly fulfiled, sometimes hundreds of years later
(others to be fulfilled). Thereds

Prophecies Concerning Jesus € .

PROPHECIES ABOUT CHRIST'S LIFE

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,

a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel before they came together, she was found with child
(Isaiah 7:14). BUHN M A vmﬁm of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18).

Out of you, Bethlehem Ephratah, shall come Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
forth the One to be Ruler in Israel (Micah 5:2). BuHN IN BHH[EH[M (Matthew 2:1).

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Jesus increased in wisdom and stature,
Spirit of wisdom and understanding (Isaiah 11:2). I:AMH] HIH WISMM and in favor with God and men (Luke 2:52).
He had done no violence, nor was any deceit Who committed no sin, nor was deceit

in His mouth (Isaiah 53:9). I.WH] A smuss I-":E found in His mouth (1 Peter 2:22).

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. The lame
shall leap like a deer (Isaiah 35:5-6).

The Lord has anointed Me to preach good The poor have the gospel preached
tidings to the poor (Isaiah 61:1). pHEAEHEn Euun NEws to them (Matthew 11:5).

Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, They brought the colt to Jesus, and He satoniit . . .

your King is coming to you; lowly and riding ENTEHH] || EH“ SMEM Then those who followed, cried, saying, “Hosanna!

on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey IN TRIUMPH Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
(Zechariah 9:9). (Mark 11:7-9).

The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are
HEME“ THE NEEHY cleansed and the deaf hear (Matthew 11:5).

not
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PROPHECIES ABOUT CHRIST'S DEATH AND RESURRECTION

My own familiar friend in whom | trusted has
lifted up his heel against me (Psalm 41:9).

They weighed out for my wages thirty pieces
of silver (Zechariah 11:12).

He was oppressed and He was afflicted,
yet He opened not His mouth (Isaiah 53:7).

| gave My back to those who struck Me, and My

cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; | did not

hide My face from shame and spitting (Isaiah 50:6).

He was numbered with the transgressors
(Isaiah 53:12).

They will look on Me whom they pierced
(Zechariah 12:10).

He made His grave with the rich at His death
(Isaiah 53:9).

You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will
You allow Your Holy One to see corruption
(Psalm 16:10).

You have ascended on high (Psalm 68:18).

The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand”
(Psalm 110:1).

BETRAYED BY A FRIEND

SOLD FOR THIR
PIEGES OF SILV

SILENT WHEN ACCUSED

BEATEN AND
SPAT UPON

co

>

HIS SIDE PIERCED

BURIED WITH
THE RICH

ROSE FROM THE DEAD

ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN

Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief
priests to betray Him (Mark 14:10).

And they counted out to him thirty pieces of
silver (Matthew 26:15).

Pilate asked, “See how many things they testify against
You!” But Jesus still answered nothing (Mark 15:4-5).

Then some began to spit on Him, and
the officers struck Him with the palms of
their hands (Mark 14:65).

With Him they also crucified two robbers
(Mark 15:27).

But one of the soldiers pierced His side
with a spear (John 19:34).

A rich man from Arimathaea, named Joseph,
asked for the body of Jesus. Then Joseph laid
it in his own new tomb (Matthew 27:57—60).

The angel said to them, “You seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen!”
(Mark 16:6).

He was received up into heaven
(Mark 16:19).

Jesus Christ has gone into heaven and is at
the right hand of God (1 Peter 3:22).

Prophecies Predicted Fulfilled

of the Messiah | pate Old Testament | Date  New Testament
Descendent of Abraham | 2069 BC Genesis 18:18 18C Matthew 1:1
Descendent of Isaac 2028 BC Genesis 17:19 18C Matthew 1:2
Descendent of Jacod 1408 BC Numbers 24:17 |1 8C Matthew 1:2
Descendent of Judah 1860 BC Genesis 49:10 |18C Luke 3:34
Descendent of David 734 BC Isaiah 9.7 18C  Matthew 1:1
City of birth - Bethlehem | 725 BC  Micah 5:2 18C  Matthew 2.6
b o 734 BC Isaiah 9:1 29AD Matthew 4:12
Rejected by the Jews 683 BC Isaiah 533 32AD John 1:11
King aang acon =2 |4s08C Zechariah9:9 |32AD Matthew 21:5
Year, month, and day

He would enter 483BC Daniel 925 32AD Matthew 215
then be kiled

Moo execution: | g80BC Psaim 22:16  |32AD  John 20:27
e RIS 480 BC Zochariah 11:12 | 32 AD  Matthew 26:15
Cast lots for His clothing | 980 BC Psaim 2218 | 32AD Mark 1524
Buried in rich mans tomb| 683 BC Isaiah 53:9 32 AD Matthew 27:57
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Prophecies concerning Israel

Some Prophecies About Israel
1. Israel's national birth was predicted by God to Abraham
L (e = m Lo f i R e e e e e e e e 2000 BC
Fulfilled through Abraham descendants.

2. Israel's disobedience, scattering, preservation and revival was
predicted by Moses
) U T O IO NN LY 2 o e ce e~ = e e = e el e e 1500 BC
Fulfilled: scattered in AD 70, returned to land in 20th century.
Nation reborm in 1948

3. Israel is a continuing witness to God's existence
o IS alan!d 3 =2 L O= 2 L o e e e 700 BC

4. Though scattered throughout the world, Israel would be
preserved.
s Renenmian B0 L0013 S s 0 e e e e e e e 600 BC
Fulfilled: The Jews have survived the Spanish Inquisition, the
Russian pogroms, The Nazi holocaust, and many other attempts
to destroy them. Throughout their history, God has preserved a
remnant of his people.

5. They would return to the land and regain control of Jerusalem.
o B B | T 2 R b e T I e s AD 30
Fulfilled: nation reborn 1948, Jerusalem recaptured 1967

e. External effects of the Bible.

firhe Bibled banned, burned, beloved. More widely read, more frequently
attacked than any other book in history. Generations of intellectuals have
attempted to discredit it; dictators of every age have outlawed it and
executed those who read it. Yet soldiers carry it into battle believing it
more powerful than their weapons. Fragments of it smuggled into solitary
prison cells have transfor med-Chaldshl| es s

Colson
f. Perseverance of the Bible.
Look at its popularity!
A UBS sells 110,000 bibles a day
A Each one on earth could have 5 bibles
A #1 best seller of all time

No other book has known anything approaching this constant circulation
amidst constant opposition.

E.g. Voltaire saying the Bible would be dead within 100 years. After 100
years Voltaire was dead and his house was changed into a Bible Society

HQ!

|l to6s | i ke one anvi l t hat has worn out
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g. External evidence of the Bible (Historical/Archaeological).

External evidence from both archaeology and non-Christian writers
confirms that the Bible -- both Old and New Testaments -- is a trustworthy
historical document.

Archaeologist Joseph Free has said that "Archaeology has confirmed
countless passages which had been rejected by critics as unhistorical or
contrary to known facts."

Renowned Jewish archaeologist Nelson Gluek confidently said that
"It...may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever
controverted a biblical reference. Scores of archaeological findings have
been made which confirm in clear outline or exact detail historical
statements in the Bible."

Christian apologist Josh McDowell tells us that "After personally trying to
shatter the historicity and validity of the Scriptures, | have come to the
conclusion that they are historically trustworthy."

Outside of the few scribal errors, the historical events and people are
adequately correct, as they do not confuse names, dates and events, and
in fact, surprisingly, continue to coincide with current archaeological
findings. This is indeed significant, since with each successive year,
ongoing documental and archaeological discoveries fail to divulge any
historical contradictions. Instead they continue to corroborate what the
Bible has been saying for 2,000-3,000 years (examples such as the Ebla
tablets or the tomb of the priest Caiaphas give continuing credibility to the
scriptures historical trustworthiness).

The Ebla tablets (c.2300 BC),
one of the most important
j‘ archeologically discoveries of
| modern times, contain details
- which confirm a number of the
details of Biblical people
(Canaan, Abraham, Saul,
Israel, and David) and places
. (Jerusalem, Ur, Haran, Sodom
and Gomorrah and a number
of other cities of the
plains...noted in the same
order as in the Biblical
account found in Genesis

i » Ebla Tablet
14. 2! ) IR ooy 0 2001 Bfmlym
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An ossuary, a stone
box used for

retaining bones of |nscr|p_t|0n
the deceased, found in

inscribed with the Northern |

name of Caiaphas, tionina
the high priest who mentioning

presided over the King David's
trial of Jesus dyn as

shortly before his 3
crucifixion. i

Evidenceof Old Test ame nt 6 s Autherstitity.r i c a |

Some scholars once said that Moses couldn't have written the first five
books of the Bible (as the Bible says) because writing was largely
unknown in his day. Then, archaeology proved otherwise by the discovery
of many other written codes of the period: the code of Hammurabi (ca.
1700 B.C.), the Lipit-Ishtar code (ca. 1860), and the Laws of Eshnunna
(ca. 1950 B.C.).

Critics used to say that the biblical description of the Hittite Empire was
wrong because the Hittite Empire (they thought) didn't even exist! Then
archaeologists discovered the Hittite capital in 1906 and discovered that
the Hittite's were actually a very vast and prominent civilization.
Archaeological and linguistic evidence is increasingly pointing to a sixth-
century B.C. date for the book of Daniel, in spite of the many critics who
attempt to late-date Daniel and make it a prophecy after the detailed
events it predicts.

Probably the greatest ever impact on the perceived authenticity of the Old
Testament is the finding of the Dead Sea Scrolls:

10
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juced at a small community near the Dead Sea at ¥
ran (15 miles west of Jerusalem) e ‘f '

: Hs except Esther ‘
V. The scrolls give us evidence that the text ofthe Old ..

ent has been preserved with no change in -
1C ﬁ_;meaning.

Evidence of New Testament Historical Authenticity.

Liberal scholars used to argue that a town named Nazareth didn't exist at
the time of Jesus, until archaeology of the last few decades confirmed its
existence. The Gospel's portrayals of the temple, Pilate's court, Jesus'

crown of thorns, and the mode of His execution have all also been
confirmed. The list could go on and on.

Within 110 years of Christ's crucifixion,
approximately eighteen non-Christian
| sources mention more than "one hundred
[ facts, beliefs, and teachings from the life of
' Christ and early Christendom. These items, |

- might add, mention almost every major detail

| of Jesus' life, including miracles, the

Resurrection, and His claims to deity.” Dr.

G.R. Habermas

R
X
U
2
qflium
T
¥
Y
N
Q
W
3

Sir William Ramsey, one of the greatest

archaeologists to ever live, demonstrated that

Luke made no mistakes in references to 32
countries, 54 cities, and 9 islands.
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The historical evidence clearly shows that the Bible is a reliable historical
document. Since the Bible can be trusted in areas that we can check (its
history), then this gives us a reason to trust it in areas that we cannot check
empirically (its claims for inspiration).

2.Divine Revelation of the Bible

desire to look into.” 1 Peter 1:12

AYour word, O LORD, is eternRsII198ONIVstands
Godods Word i s e egeningarlend aridthas hlways beea in the

heart and mind o f God. ltds only by revelation
Word.

a. Definition of Revelation.

The term 6 Re v e | is defivednfiom the Greek 6 a p o k a,l meangg s 6
Adi scl adfiwme @.i Qod hag @rogressively revealed Himself to
mankind and this revelation makes theology possible T it provides
propositional statements about God.

AThe act of God whereby He discloses Hi
mands mi nd, cotldm@ot be wiowncirhany other way. @ God 6 s
disclosure of Himself through creation, history, conscience of man and
Scripture. o

Revelation is both General and Special:

12
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b. General Revelation.

Though not adequate to procure salvation General Revelation is an
important antecedent. General revelation is the general disclosure of
certain truths and aspects of His nature to everyone.

i. His revelation in nature (Psalm 19:1-6).

I Itiscontinuous (v.2)iDay unto day wuttereth spee
night sheweth knowl edge. 0

1 It is wordless (v.3) i T heeis no speech or language where their
voice is not heard. o
1 Iltisworldwide(v.4)AiTheir |l ine is gone out thr

Romans 1:18-21i1 Invisible attributes are evident: (1) eternal power; (2)
divine nature (v. 20)

ii. Reveals through Providential Control.

1 Goodness in distributing sunlight and rain (Matthew 5:45; Acts
14:15-17James 1:17-fEvery good and perfect gi
1 Dealings with nations
- National discipline for disobedience (Israel: Deuteronomy 28:
15-68 and Egypt: Exodus 7-11)
- Raises nations to power and/or demise (Daniel 2:21, 31-43).

lii. Reveals through Conscience.

1 Intuitive knowledge concerning God in heart of man.
ARGentiles, who do not have the | aw,
the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not
have the law since they show that the requirements of the law are
written on Ronmesi2d4 heart so

1 Itis sufficient to be the basis of condemnation
firheir consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now
accusing, nowevendefendi ng t hemo Romans 2: 15.
91 Inner monitor or voice of God that passes judgment on response of
man to inner moral law.

c. Specific Revelation.
i. A narrow focus: Through Jesus and Scripture

ii. Scripture is given in Propositional statements coming from
outside of man (not from within man)

T AGod spoke al | Exbdose28:k wor ds éo

13
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1T AMoses finished writing t he éawvor ds

Deuteronomy 31:24.

féThe word of the Lord came to Jere
written at the di fetemiahi3@27-28f Jer emi ah

Aeél NEI THER RECEI VED I'T FROM MAN, N (
I T, but | received it thr qGagtlansa r ev e
1:11-12)

iihLNecessary due to mandés Sinful Estate.

1 God revealed way of salvation/reconciliation
1 Special focus is Person of Christ
- He explains the Father (John 1:18)
- Declared His words (John 6:63) and works (John 5:36) and then
recorded in Scriptures for world.
- Hebrews 1:3 shows Christisfir adi ance of Gododos gl
exact representation of His nature.

iv. Special because it is God-breathed.

1 Though written by men, the Spirit overshadowed it, carrying them
along (2 Peter 1:21)

1 Though Christ was human born, the Spirit overshadowed the event
(Luke 1:35).

« Personal Address e Through Appointed
— Voice from heaven Messengers:
— Theophany — Angels
— Christophany — Prophets
= Mechanical Means e The Incarnate Son

— The Lot = Written Revelation
— Urim & Thummim

* Miracles
* Visions & Dreams

s Al2Iou2 gPre
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In Nature Ps 19:1-6— Reveals God exists and His glory

¥ Rom 1:18-21 — Reveals God is omnipotent and
He will judge

In Providence Mt 5:45, God is benevolent to all
Acts 14:15-17, God provides food for all
Dan 2:21, God raises up nations

In Rom 2:14-15, God placed His law w/n
Conscience hearts of all men
In Christ Jn 1:18, Jesus reveals what the Father is Ilﬁe

Jn 5:36-37, Reveals Father's compassion

Jn 6:36; 14:10, Reveals Father gives life to
those who believe

2 Tim 3:16,17, Reveals doctrine and keys for
In Scripture good living

2 Pet 1:21, Reveals God chose to disclose His
Word through humans under the Spirit's control

\ [ =
+ Befora the Fall

Patriarch:
* Pai _EL § . = Before the Birth of
* 400 Silent Years

Christ
* Moses

-
L]
= The Ministry of John
o the Baptist l

*» Judges ,
— * During Christ’s &

* The Prophets ! Ministry
el 7 ]
400 Sikent Years *« After Christ’s Y
a
e 8

Ascension

d. Whatabou't iNew Revel ationo?

i. The Bible as we have it is the complete Revelationof Godds Wi | |
us.

AYe shall not add unto the word which
diminish [ought] from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the
LORD your God whi c beuteronomymi@and you. O

15
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See also: Deuteronomy 12:32, Proverbs 30:5-6 and Revelation 22:18-
19.

ii. The Spirit can quicken the LOGOS Word to make it RHEMA.

Technically this is not ir ev el laut fi iolnlou miT nla will pobh o
contradict Godds word but wildl bring
from it.

e. Authority and Scripture.

Sola-Scriptura i Respect in traditions of Church but Scripture is king.

-HIGH VIEW OF SUPREME VIEW
SCRIPTURE ? OF SCRIFTURE

SUPREME VIEW LOW VIEW OF

OF TRADITION | TRADITION

Individualism
1 ]
Sola Prima Regula fidel Sola Solo
Eeclesia Scriptura Seriptura Scriptura
Tradition, epresented by the Soripture is the primary and only infallible authority for the Chestian in Scripture is the sole basis and

magestenal authority of the Rioman al matters of fath and practice. Tradiion, &6 represented by the autharity = the life of the

Catholic Church, is infallible and Church, is important and usebul, but not paramaount and infallible Chnshian; Tradibon is useless

equal to Scripture as a basis for Tradition is true to the degres that it agrees with Scripture and misleading Creeds and
doctrine; it is the final authonty in all confessions are the result of
matiers of faith and practice since & man-made traditons

must defing and interpret Scriptune.

'|: Anglicans Re od Bible Churches

A Independent Churches
Lutherans

Disci f i

B s ples of Christ
Baptists
Presbyterians Church of Christ
) 7
Primug [ )

- 4 : Reégula fidei  °

celesin Seripturg ﬁd poss =0

Scriptum

SGYE‘Ptu ra
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3. Inspiration of the Bible

2 Tim. 3:16

20==DA=T0NZ -

Acts 17:11

Goddés revelation is only as wvalid as the
guarantees it.

Inspiration

g a1

Il Scrip ure is God-breathed and is usefa for

for evely good work.”

17
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a. Definitions.

AThe Spiritds superint ewhlewrtng accoreling t he w
to their own styles and personaldties,
aut horitative, trustworthy, free from e
Charles Ryrie, A Survey of Bible Doctrine, page 38.

Comes from Latin Vulgate Bible, verb inspire

In 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:21, theword ii n s p iiguaedioo n 0

translate theopneustos (theos- i G 0 & pneustos, Abreat ho)

1 Emphasis is on the exhaling of God or fi s p i r @drda agcurate:
product of the breath of God

1 Other things breathed out by God:

- Genesis 2:79 the living souls of all men.

- Psalm 33:61 all the planets in space.

T
T

b. Elements of Inspiration.

i. Divine Element - God the Spirit superintended writers, ensuring
accuracy.

ii. Human Elements & Wrote according to their styles, vocabulary and
personalities.

iii. Result of Divine-Human Authorship 6 Arecord of Godods
without error.

iv. Extent of Inspiration 8 Extends to the selection of each word by the
authors without dictation.

v. Limitation 0 Extends to the original manuscripts only (chapters,
verses, translations are not inspired).

c. False Views of Inspiration

i. Natural Inspiration & Not supernatural, but writings of unusual men,
such as Shakespeare.

18
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ii. Spiritual lllumination & Special spiritual insight of Spirit, a potential of
any believer: say the writer was @i n:

iii. Partial or Dynamic Inspiration 8 What relates to faith and practice is
inspired, but history, science, chronology, etc. may have errors.
Reject i v e r dnéfi pl e nnapiratian. Say that what is inspired is
sufficient for salvation.

1 Who determines which parts inspired?
1 How can doctrine be separated from History?
1 How can Bible be trustworthy in one area with errors in others?

iv. Conceptual Inspiration 8 Only the concepts or ideas of authors were

inspired. Errors are possible due t
(Matthew 5:18) and Paul (1 Thessalonians 2:13) held verbal
inspiration.

d. The Process of Inspiration.

i. The Dictation View T God dictated the exact words.

alities of the authors are evident.

here are “Pauline” phrases and “Johannian” phrases that are
istinguishing characteristics of their works. The Gospel writers spe
he same events in different ways and they use those events for diffe
s. There are personal remarks from the authors.
2Tim 4:13 — “When you come, bring the cloak that | left with Carpus -

g as, and my scrolls, espemally the parchments. iyt
of lthe Law received by Moses are the closest to bei
4 i

ii. The Dual-Author View.
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e. Views of Dual-Author Inspiration

i. ORTHODOX VIEW.

. The Bible IS the Word of God.

-+ The Words of the Bible are
- the Words of God written

inspired
vhat is called “Plenary

iii. MODERNIST VIEW.

e Bible CONTAINS the Word of God

he Bible contains errors,

Bible is NOT divine revelation,
er it becomes the word of God
a personal encounter with God
ough the text

C. This revelation is not objective but
_.subjective to person’s experience.
&

20
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f. Reasons for the Orthodox View of Inspiration.
i. The Bible teaches this view.

2 Timothy 3:16 i All Scripture (graphe) is God-breathed (theopneustos)
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness

This verse alone teaches that inspiration is verbal and plenary!

ii. What the Bible says, God says.

+ The Resurrection (Matthew
Jesus tells them that they |
neither the Scripfures nor th
of God. (Dan. 12:13)

» Jesus uses a portion of chi
the Sadducees accepte
based His argument aga
the tense ofaverb.

+ “| am the God of your father, the
Abraham, the God of lsaac an
Jacob.” (Exodus 3:6) '
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iv.Chri stodés view of the Bible.

Inspiration of the whole &

1 Frequent quotes from OT (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10) as inspired.

1 Luke 24:44, all things written of Him in Moses and prophets must be
fulfilled.

1 Inspiration of the New Testament - John 14:26 promise of recall for
later writing.

f John10:35,AScr i ptur esolkceamm.ot be br

Inspiration of the parts &

1 Inspiration of the words - Matthew 22:44, Messiah not a political

redeemer, but divine by emphasis on |
1 Inspiration of the letters - Matthew 5:18, Nota j ®t o willgasst t | e 0
away.

v. Paul 6s view.of the Bible

i T his what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in
words taught bQ@orinthlars2:8pi rit éo

1 Inspiration of OT and NTd 1 Timothy 5:18, A The Scri pture s
quoting Deuteronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7.

1 Inspiration of wordsd 2 Timothy 3:16, i Al s c r i pas the ogginé o
or product of.

1 Entire Scriptures are God-breathed 0 not feverhbytodial | 0
Scripture.

1 A Scr i mdluded pabts of NT which had been written at that time
(1 Timothy 5:18).
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viiPeterod6s view of the Bible

1 No Scripture produced by human will (2 Peter 1:21), that is, human
intelligence or initiative.

1 Scriptures are ipr ophet (v.89), wpr dphecy ofv. Scrip
20); and i p r o p fve2i)y 6omething completely reliable

1 Writers were A mo v e d (phbrgmenoi, ic ar r i e)densarihgo n g 0
their accuracy.

T 2 Peter 3:16, Fal se teachersindostort
t he rest of twhhei c & c reigputautreess oPaul 6s '
Scripture.

Fridences for the Bible’s inspiration 3
1. Self-attestation
2. Uniqueness
3. Historicity
4. Prophetic element
5. Testimony of Christ

0. Life-changing ability
7. Tesn}non}' of the Holy Spirit

g. Inerrancy of the Bible.
i. Definition.

ifiThe Scriptures possess t ha Theyateity of
exempt from the liability to make mistakes, incapable of error. In all their
teachings they are in perfect accord wit

ii. The Logic for Inerrancy.

A. The Word of God cannot err.
B. The Bible is the Word of God.
C. The Bible cannot err.
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iii. Questions concerning inerrancy.

'What is without error?
~+ The original autographs.
es lack of precision refute inerrancy?

+ No. Scienfific precision should not be
~ demanded from the Bible, only true
claims are required.

',!. es the fact that humans wrote the

No. Humans say frue things all the
fime. Human acfivity does not
ays err. Besides, they were

d by the Holy Spirit.

iv. Explanation of inerrancy.

A. Allows for variety in style.

B. Allows for variety in details of explaining the same event.
C. Does not demand verbatim reporting of events.

D. Allows for departure from standard forms of grammar.

E. Allows for problem passages.

F. Demands the account does not teach error or contradiction.

v. Problems in rejecting inerrancy.
A. Errancy impugns the character of God and the value of His Word.

1 If there are errors then God either made mistakes or was incapable
to inspire inerrant Scriptures.

T Al ndeed, | et God be tr Rmnans B4 (inevery
response to mands unbelief)
T "God is not a man Nurhbars238® shoul d | i e.

B. Errantists disagree in listing errors.

1 Who determines what error is and what is not?
1 Most so called errors have at least one possible logical explanation.

Foll owing are examples of alleged erro
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Alleged Error #1
2 Sam. 10:18 vs. 1 Chron. 19:18

& 2 Samuel 10:18 1 Chronicles 19:18
But the Arameans fled before Israel, and | The Arameans fled before Israel, and
David killed 700 charioteers of the David killed of the Arameans 7,000
Arameans and 40,000 horsemen and charioteers and 40,000 foot soldiers, and
struck down Shobach the commander of | put to death Shophach the commander of
their army, and he died there. the army.

A]leged Error #1 Solution

Error in tmnscription

Alleged Error #2
Matt. 27:5 vs. Acts 1:18

Matthew 27:5 Acts 1:18
“So Judas threw the silver coins into the | “Now this man Judas acquired a field
temple and left. Then he went out and with the reward of his unjust deed, and
hanged himself.” falling headfirst he burst open in the
middle and all his intestines gushed out.”

Alleged Error #2 Solution

Faulty Assumption

Two writers can include different details of the same event for their own purposes.
Judas could have hanged himself and then fallen. Peter was emphasizing the
fulfillment of prophecy through the death of Judas, while this was not a concern of
Matthew.

Alleged Error #3
Matt 26:34, 7475 vs. Mark 14:30, 72
Matthew 26:34 Mark 14:30
“Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I say to you “And Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I say to
that this very night, before a rooster you, that this very night, before a rooster
crows, you will deny Me three times.’” crows twice, you yourself will deny Me
three times.’”

Alleged Error #3 Solution
Faulty Assumption

One writer can be more detailed than another.
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Alleged Error #4

The Bible claims that the moon is a light. But we know that the moon
simply reflects light, but is not a light itself.

Isaiah 13:10

“For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth
their ]ight; the sun will be dark when it rises and the moon will not
shed its light.”

Alleged Error #H4 Solution

Over-emphasis on scientific preciseness does not take into account phenomenoclogical
language (i.e., language that speaks from the perspective of the subject).

Alleged Error #5
Proverbs 12:21 vs. Lk. 16:19-22
Proverbs 12:21 Lk. 16:19-22
“The righteous do not encounter any The unrighteous rich man is without
harm, but the wicked are filled with harm, while the righteous poor man is
ealamity." experiencing calamity.

Alle((]ed Error #5 Solution

Faulty understandiug concerning the nature of a proverb. A proverb isa general truth
that does not necessarily appl\' in every situation. Here is a misunderstanding of the
ultimate end of both men. The poor man, Lazarus, was the one who ultimately

experienced peace, while the rich man experienced calamity after death.

Transmission of Scripture

Transmission

Revelation and
Insplratlon I

CY

God says that He watches over His word to perform it (Jeremiah 1:12) and
that His Word will accomplish that for which it is sent forth (Isaiah 55:11). He
has watched over the transmission of His Word to ensure no major errors in
copying. The Dead Sea OT manuscripts are pretty much identical to the pre-
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existing, more recent, copies, transmitted hundreds of years later i showing
Goddés preservation of His Word.

st Instance of God’'s Word:

| he Ten Commandments
400 BC and 1,500 BC

B On what materials were Bible words
written?

Stone/Pottery
- Vellum/Parchment

Priests, then Scribes =
9 2achers, Expositors -

ods of checking accu
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a. The Reliability of Scripture we have today.

The important question.

Can the Scripture we have today be trusted? Does it pass the
Bibliographical, Internal Evidence and External Evidence tests?

How do you determine any ancient
document’s reliability ?

] befr‘ogre:rphicaf Test — how accurate our
copies are compared to the originals

® Internal Evidence Test — :

the credibility of what is

® External Evide

an examination of
wirilten,

Christian Response to the claim that the Bible we have today has
been tampered with:

A. No book has been copied more carefully over the millennia than
the Bible.

B. Some 25,000 MSS, part or whole, exist today and testify to its
importance.

C. Proven trustworthiness of copies (e.g. Isaiah Scroll at Qumran
(Dead Sea Scrolls))

D. In fact, the Bible is the most authenticated book from antiquity
around today!

Reliability of the Old Testament Texts.

A. Written mostly in Hebrew

B. By the 1st century A.D., Hebrew scripture was already widely
circulated as a complete unit and found in synagogues
throughout the Roman world.

C. Established among the Jews well before the time of Christ.

D. The Hebrew canon came to a close during the time of
Artaxerxes.

E. God entrusted the Jews with His word (Romans 3:2). (They
knew what belonged in the Hebrew canon).

28



The Making of the Bibl€he Doctrine of Scripture)

F. The Greek version of the Old Testament: the Septuagint (LXX,
means seventy).

ow did God protect the Bible
The Making of the Septuagint

e writings of the prophets
at a small community near the Dead
15 miles west of Jerusalem) :
archaeological find of the 20t centun
books of the Old Testament are repre ¢
s except Esther -

s give us evidence that the text of the Old
nent has been preserved with no change.in

r meaning. i

iii. Reliability of the New Testament Texts.

Why do we care about NT Reliability

* IfINT is not reliable and h

fhe._q Christianity is 5 hoa

-aihgfga?{ty;_tands or falls based on truth of
Al iy Rist i <

Chries ory, the resurrection of Jesus

istorically accurate
o 5
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A. Early Manuscripts.

apyrus p®2, the
t known fragment
of gospel.

he f ont is John 18:31-33
own), the back is
\n 18:37-38.
s dated about AD 125,
ly 35 years after this
spel was written.

’*pt of John in
nearly all of the

s p4%, which

s all four

al Gospels

e book of Acts.

ed from the 3¢
ury, so before AD
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B. Post-Constantine Manuscripts.

rom the time of
Constantine and onwards,
e have the entire New
ient preserved on
ent, much more
an papyrus.

ex Sinaiticus,

lete Bible, though
.of the OT are now

 Gospels.

text is a mixture of
n text-types from
y, it shows no

ons of the sort alleged
e Da Vinci Code.

mber of
manuscripts
1 on papytrus for
ur Gospels.

l. No disagreement on established doctrines.
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Point of fact, of all the variants we have in the 20,000 plus
copies from antiquity, none of them disagree on the
doctrines established in the Bible.

Though there are variations, Biblical truths remain.

Most of the variants are punctuation and word order, or
some with parts of verses missing, but the Truth is
recorded in another passage.

The New Testament has not been edited or changed.

D. New Testament Early Testimony.

NT Early Testimony ;g

e All NT books (27 different manuscripts) were written
before A.D. 100

- Early Church fathers quoted passages in letters dated
between A.D. 95-110

- Separation of writers indicates that the letters were written
even earlier since it takes time to circulate the letters

- The destruction of the temple is not mentioned - this dates
the letters before A.D. 70

- The book of Acts makes no mention of the death of Paul or
James. This dates the books before A.D. 62

- Most scholars believe that Paul's letters were dated
between 40 and 50 A.D.

E. Trustworthy eye witnesses.

Trustworthy Eyewitnesses (top ten
reasons to believe they told the truth)

e Included embarrassing details about themsélves
e included embarrassing details and sayings of Jesus
e Laft in demanding sayings of Jesus
= Carefully distinguished Jesus’ words from their own
e Included events related to the resurrection that they
would not have invented
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Pictures: Mary would have been seen to have committed fornication or worse.

This details is |eft in as is Josephds pos:c
many hard saying, one of which concerned eating His flesh and drinking His

blood (which caused many to leave him i John 6:66). At the resurrection of Jesus

the women were the first recorded to have gone to the tomb. This was

considered uncultured, and normally the men would be mentioned first.

] top ten
Trustworthy Eyewilnesses {
reasons to believe they told the truth)

- Included meore than 30 historically confirmed people
= Inciude divergent details
e They challenge readers to check out verifiable facts,
even facts about miracles
« They describe miracles like other historical events
= Abandoned their long-held sacred beliefs and
practices, adopted new anes, and did not deny their
testirnony under persecution or threat of death.

Pictures: Augustus Caesar and other Roman emperors correctly placed
historical (and Herod, Pontius Pilate etc.). Jesus miracle of walking on water is
mentioned in context of historical journeys of Jesus and the disciples.

b. The Canonicity of the Bible.

i. Definition.
DQANAH (Hebrew) - a “reed, rod”
zekiel 40:3-8; 42:16-19).

ANN :"'-(Greek) - “a straight rod used as a
easuring rule,” thus qualifying it to
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The 6Canond for the Bible means:
E Standard by which texts were measured to see if inspired or not.
E Religious councils could not cause a book to be inspired or not.
E Councils merely recognized what God inspired when written.
F The Complete Canon of the Bible
BL 1300 400 +45 g5 AD.

BIBLE AUTOGRAPHS

The inspired Canon of Scripture:

Old Testament (39 Books)
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The Canonicity of the Old Testament.

Books of the Old Testament

32 Authors . *For the prophecy came not in
3600 Years of Man’s History ?ﬂdﬁmh&“&:llwm
i it W men - &s they
1500 Years in Writing were moved by the Holy Ghost”
Hist 2 Peter 1:21
. Ii ;r}r Poetry I‘ru!:;!;mcr er
5 : - 5
[P "'i""=:E_:f'£: e P ""':};r‘—ffss-';
e A e R R
e e sl n !; i h:llrw'.ﬂ-h ; * " g
Dhrutercrmarmi o rr—-— o
The Time Periods
oWl W= = 8 1@
A, -

Innocence Conscience Patriarchs

A. Books and Divisions of the Old Testament.

The Hebrew Canon  The Law, Prophets, & Wiritings
- 24 Books dw_'dEd Same,identical
into three sections. content!

The Law, History, Poetry, Major
Prophets, & Minor Prophets

. . Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, Baruch,
oman Catholic (cpisiie of Jeremiah), Additions to
Bible contains more Daniel (Susanna, Bel and the
A (ABO rypha). Dragon), Tobit, Judith, Additions to
Esther, First & Second Macabees

Masoretic (Hebrew) text of OT divided 39 books into 3 categories:

1 Law (Pentateuch)
1 Prophets (Joshua, 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, Major & Minor prophets

1 Writings
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- Poetry & Wisdom books
- Rolls: Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lam, Ecclesiastes, Esther
- Historical Books: Dan, Ezra, Nehemiah, 1-2 Chronicles
1 Originally 24 books by combining 1&2 books, Minor Prophets, Ezra-
Nehemiah.

B. Manner of Recognition of Old Testament Canon.
I. Continuous recognition.

1 Moses seen as writing under authority of God (Exodus 17:14;
3427)ALORD said unto Moses.,alWrint e tbhiosk

1 Acknowledgement of Pentateuch based on Mosaic authorship
(declareda i p r o pestéranomy 18:18).

Il. Respect for prophets and their writings.

T I'nstitution of prophecy to continue
(Jeremiah 26:8-15)

1 They recorded their revelations (Joshua 24:26; 1 Samuel 10:25;
Isaiah 8:1) iJoshua wrote these words in t
Godo

[ll. Did the book indicate Divine authorship? Did it reflect God speaking
through a mediator? (Isaiah 2:1). Was he a prophet or have the
prophetic gift? (1 Samuel 10:25; Nehemiah 8:3). Was it historically
accurate?

C. New Testament Recognition of Old Testament Canon.

I. NT recognized 3-fold division (Luke 24:44 -An The | aw of Moses,
the prophets, and in the psalmso ) .

Il. Other designations: i Scr iogXohnr18:35), A Sacred W& iting:
Timothy 3:15)

[ll. Jesus and Paul recognized the Old Testament as Scripture.

Jesus - Jesus did not dispute the books of the Hebrew canon with the
Jews. In fact he urged them to read, believe, and follow the Scriptures they
had as authoritative for truth.

1 He used the authoritative phrase, i | t i s (Matthewt4i4,& 10p
21:13; 26:24,31; Mark 7:6; 9:12,13; 11:17; 14:21,27; Luke 4:4,8,;
7:27; 10:26; 18:31; 19:46; 20:17; 21:22; 22:37; 24:44,46; John 6:45;
8:17; 10:34; 15:25).

1 He rebuked the Jews for their ignorance when they did not know
the scriptures (Matthew 22:29-32).
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1 He referenced the following books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy, 1 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles,
Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Jonah, Micah,
Zechariah, and Malachi. He referred to the Hebrew Scriptures at
least 82 times

1 He spoke of these Old Testament people by name: Adam, Eve,
Abel , Noah, Abr aham, | saac, Jacob,
Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Isaiah, Zechariah, Daniel. He
spoke of the prophets as a group of inspired men.

Paul -Paul acknowledged the Hebrew canon &

1 Written for our learning - Romans 15:4
I  Written for our admonition - 1 Corinthians 10:11
1 Profitable for doctrine, etc.- 2 Timothy 3:14-17

The apostles and New Testament writers frequently quoted from those
books in the Hebrew canon - Mathew 1:22-23; 2:17-18; John 12:37-41,
Acts 17:2-3; Romans 3:9-10; 4:3; 1 Peter 2:6.

Affirmed by extra Biblical writers i Josephus, Philo etc.

Books most quoted in the New Testament

=zekiel, 141 times in 15 books
aniel, 133 times in 17 books
Jeremiah, 125 times in 17 books
iticus, 107 times in 15 books
 times in 4 books
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""ﬁw Tests for Canoniri{y of OT

1. Does the New Testament attest to its authority?

, o .
2 Do extrabiblical Jewish writers affirm it?
3. I the book consistent with other revelation?
4 Wasit written by |
> as it {1 Titten b_r a prophet or someope of divipe
2. Did Christ attest to its authority 7

authority?

ave seen that the OT
s all these tests.

iii. The Canonicity of the New Testament.

Introduction to the
sience boeen New Testament

the Hd and Naw
Tastarnants
e = i iven by inspiraticon

=T hat I am come to destroy ‘Al Scripture I§ Qive
m]":_rﬁ ;::-:vruﬂhpbf arm not cofme o af God, and is prnl"-l:ﬂbre Ffor
destray, But to Fulfill.” doctrine, for reproof, for i
=TI heaven and sarth pass, one ot correction, for instruction in

=
ar one Htte shall in no wise pass from thel Gghtecusnes 3:168
e, il &l b Fulfilied” Matthew S:17; i8 2 Timothy

Books of the New Testament

27 Books - 8 Authors - 100 Years
Instuctions to the Church
Genaral

A. The need for official New Testament Canon.

l. Existence of spurious writings.

Such as the Gnostic Gospels (Gospels of Mary, Philip, Truth,
Thomas and Judas). Rejected due to not meeting the 6 canonéd
requirements (see next section) and/or considered as heresy.
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Where do these
texts come

from?2. -
g Y é -l
( Moty Tangh® % st
~ e et N
Shwan St Suamayty ‘._l-.l'u
Py AN AN
A e
G angar -

The Gnostic
gospels were
discovered in Nag
Hammadi, Egypt,
near Cairo in 1945
and translated into
English in 1977.
The Gospel of
Thomas (140—
170) has 114
“secret sayings” of
Jesus.

Needed for use in worship (therefore a proper canon needed to

be recognized for use).

. New Testament Tests of Canonicity.

Apostolicity (writer or overseer was an Apostle).

Acceptance and use by church overall (some legitimate books

delayed (Hebrews, James).

Content consistent with doctrine already revealed (not in conflict

with main consensus).

Inspiration as evidenced by high moral and spiritual values
(Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha rejected here).

ians 1:8).
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New Testament’'s Self Withess

. The NT attests to the acceptance of the authority of the
words of the Apostles as being on par with that of God
(2 Thessalonians 2:13, 15; 1 Corinthians 14:37;

ason we also constantly thank God that when you r
you heard from us, you accepted it not as the w
lly is, the word of God, which also performs Its |

believe.” 1 Thessalonians. 2:13

NT attests to the acceptance of other NT boc
ipture (2 Pet 3:15-16; 1 Tim 5:18; Rev 1:3)
or the Scripture says, ‘you shall not muzzle an ox while h; > Ji

1 onomy 25:4], and ‘The labourer is worthy:
b 10:7]. 1 Timothy 5:18
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C. Challenges to the Official NT Canon.

l. Liberal scholars c |l ai m much of t he New Tes
written until the late second or early third century A.D.

Il. The Roman Catholic Church delayed the legitimacy of the New
Testament books until the late fourth century A.D, but we know
that after each book of the New Testament was written, it was
circulated and read among Christians and was considered
authoritative (Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27).

D. Early acceptance of NT Canon.

Unified witness of Apostolic Fathers:

Apostolic Fathers
everal Chrisfian leaders

- B

nd other writings that have

ree of these explicitly quote NT
)assages as ‘Scripture’.

All of them make allusions to NT
~ passages, including all four of the
nonical Gospels and no others.
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