
Building Prayer Altars:

Possessing the Land



PREPARATION

POSSESSION

PLACING



Conquering

Complaints



CREAAAAK! 
SQUEEEEEK!

GROAAN!
MOAAAAN!

Hey there, 
why do you 

make so 
much noise? 
I bear all the 
labour, and 

I—not you—
ought to cry 

out!

Charles 

Spurgeon in 

The Quotable 

Spurgeon



Joshua 16 – Ephraim
“And they did not drive out
the Canaanites who dwelt in
Gezer; but the Canaanites
dwell among the Ephraimites
to this day and have become
forced laborers.”
Joshua 16:10



Joshua 17 - West Manasseh
”Yet the children of Manasseh

could not drive out the inhabitants
of those cities, but the Canaanites
were determined to dwell in that
land. And it happened, when the
children of Israel grew strong, that
they put the Canaanites to forced
labor, but did not utterly drive
them out.” Joshua 17:12-13





“Then the children of Joseph
spoke to Joshua, saying, “Why
have you given us only one lot
and one share to inherit, since
we are a great people,
inasmuch as the LORD has
blessed us until now?”
Joshua 17:14



15 So Joshua answered them, “If you are a great people,
then go up to the forest country and clear a place for
yourself there in the land of the Perizzites and the giants,
since the mountains of Ephraim are too confined for you.”
16But the children of Joseph said, “The mountain country is
not enough for us; and all the Canaanites who dwell in the
land of the valley have chariots of iron, both those who are
of Beth Shean and its towns and those who are of the Valley
of Jezreel.” Joshua 17:15-16



Story by Leo Tolstoy



The complaint that is 
observed

(‘unfair, not enough land’)

The unseen, underlying 
reasons for the 

complaint.
(‘pride, we deserve more’

‘Fear, we cannot overcome’)



•It fosters a negative attitude.
•It negatively impacts those around us.
•It doesn’t change our circumstance.
•It disqualifies the value of discomfort in our lives.
•It is highly unattractive.
•It leaves us in victim-mode.

From article, “How to Complain Less” by Joshua Becker
https://www.becomingminimalist.com/complain-less/



From article, “How to Complain Less” by Joshua Becker
https://www.becomingminimalist.com/complain-less/

1. Consider the importance of adopting the change.
2. Embrace the recognition of an imperfect world.
3. Understand the difference between helpful criticism 
and complaint.
4. Be mindful of your audience.
5. Avoid beginning conversations with a complaint.
6. Refuse to complain for the sake of validation.
7. Notice your triggers.



Go in and claim the mountains by faith
“And Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph—to Ephraim and 
Manasseh—saying, “You are a great people and have great 
power; you shall not have only one lot, but the mountain 
country shall be yours. Although it is wooded, you shall cut 
it down, and its farthest extent shall be yours; for you shall 
drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron 
chariots and are strong.” 
Joshua 17:17-18

STOP COMPLAINING AND START CLAIMING!






