






BASIS OF LOVE

Conditions 
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Cautions 
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Characteristics
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Consequences 

of Love

ABIDING IN 

GOD’S LIGHT

BEHAVIOUR OF LOVE

ABIDING IN

GOD’S LOVE

Written in Ephesus c.90AD by Apostle John. 
Written to refute Gnostic error in Churches John oversaw.

OUTLINE OF FIRST JOHN

ABIDING IN

GOD’S LIFE

Chapter1 Chapter2 Chapters 3&4 Chapter5



PART ONE: OVERVIEW OF 1 JOHN



Main Theme 

of 1 John







Basis of true love is revelation truth 

especially about Jesus (the Word).



Therefore Christ 

(God) cannot 

have flesh

(John is combatting and early form of Gnostic heresy)



True love comes from loving Jesus in truth 
and expresses itself in loving others



Raynald III

Story of Duke Raynald III (14th Century) who lived life of indulgence
and was obese. His younger brother Edward fought him for
inheritance and won – promised to treat him lovingly - constructed a
room around him in a castle but made doors and windows too small
for him to escape. Said if he could lose weight and fit through
door/windows he could have his freedom. Every day he send him tasty
food! Raynald trapped for 10 years before he died. This is example of
false love – seems loving but has a controlling agenda – ulterior
motive. True love is not their motivation. This is how cults work.



The result of abiding in His love is that we will 
possess eternal life now and forever with great joy.



Main Theme 

of 1 John




