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WHY STUDY THE DOCTRINE OF SCRIPTURE 
(BIBLIOLOGY)? 

 
 

(1)  Knowing Bibliology can increase your confidence in the Bible 
so that you would read it and obey it (2 Peter 1:19-21). 
 

(2)  Knowing Bibliology can give you confidence in using the 
Bible to defend the truth (1 Peter 3:15) and give you answers 
to questions like: 

 
- What makes the Bible different or unique from other religious or 

sacred books? 
- Hasn’t science disproved the Bible? 
- Hasn’t history and archaeology disproved the Bible? 
- Aren’t the miraculous events recorded in the Bible impossible? 
- Doesn’t the Bible contradict itself? 
- Isn’t the Bible just a collection of myths written later on, by 

authorities in the Church? 
- We can’t know what it actually said, because we don’t have the 

original manuscripts, do we? 
- Don’t extra-biblical books claim to be inspired? 
- Didn’t the Church decide what books were inspired and which 

ones weren’t? 
 
(3)  Knowing Bibliology will makes you a better interpreter of the 

Bible, because it can help you: 
 
- Understand the reliability of different translations and choose 

the best one for your purposes (and answer those who say that 
the King James is the only accurate version and that all others 
are corrupt). 

- Understand where the chapters and verses in the Bible come 
from. 

- Deal with the notes in your Bible that say things like, “not found 
in the earliest manuscripts” and the like. 

- Determine which parts of the Bible are authoritative for your life 
today (do we obey the Old Testament? The Sermon on the 
Mount?) 
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The Making of the Bible (Bibliology) 
 
Introduction: 
 
The Meaning of BIBLE. 

• Derived from the Greek word biblion, meaning “book” or “roll”. 
• This word comes from the root byblos, the papyrus plant, from which early 

scrolls were made. 
• Plural form, biblia used by Latin-speaking Christians for all books of Bible (OT 

and NT) – so Bible literally means “Books”. 
 

The Meaning of SCRIPTURE. 
• Comes from OT graphe, meaning “writings”. 
• In OT “Writings” carried great authority (2 Kings 14:6; 2 Chronicles 23:18: 

Ezra 3:2). 
• In NT, grapho is used ninety nine times referring to The Bible and graphe is 

used fifty one times referring to Scriptures. 
 Refers to all parts of Scripture (Matthew 21:42; Romans 15:4) 
 Refers to individual parts of Scripture (Mark 12:10; Romans 11:2) 

• Quoting Scripture is synonymous with quoting God (Romans 4:3; 10:11; 1 
Timothy 5:18). 
 

During this teaching we will be looking at the process of how God has communicated 

and is communicating His Word to us, following the diagram below… 
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1. The Divine Origin of The Bible.  

             

a. Internal evidence. 

In the Bible, the phrases “God said” or “Thus says the Lord” are used 

3,800 times (e.g. Exodus 14:1; 20:1; Isaiah 1:10) and in the New 

Testament the Apostle Paul plus the other apostles recognized what they 

were writing was the very commandments of God (1 Corinthians 14:37).  

i. This was acknowledged by believers (1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

ii. Peter warned others not to alter Paul’s writings because they were 

the very words of God (2 Peter 1:16-21). 

iii. John said to reject his writings was to reject God! (1 John 4:6) 

Many suffered for making such claims (Jeremiah 11:21; 12:6; 23:21) 

Testimonies of Jesus, Moses, Joshua, David, Daniel, Nehemiah, John, 

and Paul affirm the authority and verbal inspiration of Scriptures. 

b. Continuity despite diversity. 

The Bible has over forty human authors with diverse backgrounds: a 

political leader (Moses), shepherds (David), a king (Solomon), a cupbearer 

(Nehemiah), a Scribe (Ezra), a herdsman (Amos), a prime minister 

(Daniel), a tax collector (Matthew), a doctor (Luke), a rabbi (Paul), a 

fisherman (Peter) and Jesus’ brothers (James and Jude) to name a few. 

They all wrote from differing locations with a diversity of conditions: 



The Making of the Bible (The Doctrine of Scripture) 

 

5 

 

i. Europe, Asia, Africa 

ii. Prisons (Paul, Jeremiah), deserts (David), the countryside (Amos), 

and from royal courts (Isaiah, Daniel) 

Most of these did not know of the other writers of Scripture and were 

unfamiliar of what they wrote. They collectively wrote over a period of 1500 

years all without significant contradictions or inconsistencies. 

c. Comparison with ancient texts. 

Looking at the following chart we see that the New Testament is extremely 

well attested to in comparison with other ancient writings. Indeed we have 

the most ancient copies of New Testament scriptures in comparison to 

other ancient writings deriving from a similar time period.  

The only ancient document that comes close (barring the Old Testament 

itself as we shall later see) is the Iliad by Homer with a tiny 643 copies 

existing as opposed to over 25,000 copies of New Testament manuscripts. 

        

Amazingly, the New Testament holds up remarkably when compared with the 

relatively modern copies of Shakespeare’s plays. 
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d. Its prophetic/supernatural nature. 

40+ Authors but over-arching divine redemptive story. 

Many prophecies exactly fulfilled, sometimes hundreds of years later 

(others to be fulfilled). There’s not one prophecy that has failed. 

Prophecies Concerning Jesus …. 
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Prophecies concerning Israel 

 

e. External effects of the Bible. 

“The Bible—banned, burned, beloved. More widely read, more frequently 

attacked than any other book in history. Generations of intellectuals have 

attempted to discredit it; dictators of every age have outlawed it and 

executed those who read it. Yet soldiers carry it into battle believing it 

more powerful than their weapons. Fragments of it smuggled into solitary 

prison cells have transformed ruthless killers into gentle saints.” - Charles 

Colson  

f. Perseverance of the Bible. 

Look at its popularity! 

  UBS sells 110,000 bibles a day 

  Each one on earth could have 5 bibles 

  #1 best seller of all time 

No other book has known anything approaching this constant circulation 

amidst constant opposition. 

E.g. Voltaire saying the Bible would be dead within 100 years. After 100 

years Voltaire was dead and his house was changed into a Bible Society 

HQ! 

It’s like one anvil that has worn out countless hammers of opposition.  
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g. External evidence of the Bible (Historical/Archaeological). 

External evidence from both archaeology and non-Christian writers 

confirms that the Bible -- both Old and New Testaments -- is a trustworthy 

historical document.  

Archaeologist Joseph Free has said that "Archaeology has confirmed 

countless passages which had been rejected by critics as unhistorical or 

contrary to known facts."  

Renowned Jewish archaeologist Nelson Gluek confidently said that 

"It...may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever 

controverted a biblical reference. Scores of archaeological findings have 

been made which confirm in clear outline or exact detail historical 

statements in the Bible."  

Christian apologist Josh McDowell tells us that "After personally trying to 

shatter the historicity and validity of the Scriptures, I have come to the 

conclusion that they are historically trustworthy."                                

Outside of the few scribal errors, the historical events and people are 

adequately correct, as they do not confuse names, dates and events, and 

in fact, surprisingly, continue to coincide with current archaeological 

findings. This is indeed significant, since with each successive year, 

ongoing documental and archaeological discoveries fail to divulge any 

historical contradictions. Instead they continue to corroborate what the 

Bible has been saying for 2,000-3,000 years (examples such as the Ebla 

tablets or the tomb of the priest Caiaphas give continuing credibility to the 

scriptures historical trustworthiness).  
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Evidence of Old Testament’s Historical Authenticity. 

Some scholars once said that Moses couldn't have written the first five 

books of the Bible (as the Bible says) because writing was largely 

unknown in his day. Then, archaeology proved otherwise by the discovery 

of many other written codes of the period: the code of Hammurabi (ca. 

1700 B.C.), the Lipit-Ishtar code (ca. 1860), and the Laws of Eshnunna 

(ca. 1950 B.C.). 

Critics used to say that the biblical description of the Hittite Empire was 

wrong because the Hittite Empire (they thought) didn't even exist! Then 

archaeologists discovered the Hittite capital in 1906 and discovered that 

the Hittite's were actually a very vast and prominent civilization. 

Archaeological and linguistic evidence is increasingly pointing to a sixth-

century B.C. date for the book of Daniel, in spite of the many critics who 

attempt to late-date Daniel and make it a prophecy after the detailed 

events it predicts.  

Probably the greatest ever impact on the perceived authenticity of the Old 

Testament is the finding of the Dead Sea Scrolls: 
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Evidence of New Testament Historical Authenticity. 

Liberal scholars used to argue that a town named Nazareth didn't exist at 

the time of Jesus, until archaeology of the last few decades confirmed its 

existence. The Gospel's portrayals of the temple, Pilate's court, Jesus' 

crown of thorns, and the mode of His execution have all also been 

confirmed. The list could go on and on.    
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The historical evidence clearly shows that the Bible is a reliable historical 

document. Since the Bible can be trusted in areas that we can check (its 

history), then this gives us a reason to trust it in areas that we cannot check 

empirically (its claims for inspiration). 

2. Divine Revelation of the Bible. 

 

“Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.” Ps. 119:89 NIV 

God’s Word is eternal. It has no beginning or end and has always been in the 

heart and mind of God. It’s only by revelation that we can partake of that 

Word. 

a. Definition of Revelation. 

The term ‘Revelation’ is derived from the Greek ‘apokalupsis’, meaning 

“disclosure” or “unveiling”. God has progressively revealed Himself to 

mankind and this revelation makes theology possible – it provides 

propositional statements about God. 

“The act of God whereby He discloses Himself or communicates truth to 

man’s mind, that which could not be known in any other way.” “God’s 

disclosure of Himself through creation, history, conscience of man and 

Scripture.” 

Revelation is both General and Special: 
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b. General Revelation. 

Though not adequate to procure salvation General Revelation is an 

important antecedent. General revelation is the general disclosure of 

certain truths and aspects of His nature to everyone. 

i. His revelation in nature (Psalm 19:1-6). 

 It is continuous (v. 2) “Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto 
night sheweth knowledge.” 

 It is wordless (v.3) “There is no speech or language where their 
voice is not heard.” 

 It is worldwide (v. 4) “Their line is gone out through all the earth.” 
 

Romans 1:18-21– Invisible attributes are evident: (1) eternal power; (2) 

divine nature (v. 20) 

ii. Reveals through Providential Control. 

 Goodness in distributing sunlight and rain (Matthew 5:45; Acts 
14:15-17 James 1:17 - “Every good and perfect gift is from above”). 

 Dealings with nations 
- National discipline for disobedience (Israel: Deuteronomy 28: 

15-68 and Egypt: Exodus 7-11) 
- Raises nations to power and/or demise (Daniel 2:21, 31-43). 
-  

iii. Reveals through Conscience. 

 Intuitive knowledge concerning God in heart of man. 
“Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by 
the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not 
have the law since they show that the requirements of the law are 
written on their hearts” Romans 2:14 

 It is sufficient to be the basis of condemnation 
 “Their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now 
accusing, now even defending them” Romans 2:15. 

 Inner monitor or voice of God that passes judgment on response of 
man to inner moral law. 
 

c. Specific Revelation. 

i. A narrow focus: Through Jesus and Scripture 

ii. Scripture is given in Propositional statements coming from 

outside of man (not from within man)  

 “God spoke all these words…” Exodus 20:1. 
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 “Moses finished writing the words of this law in a book…” 
Deuteronomy 31:24. 
“…The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah… which Baruch had 
written at the dictation of Jeremiah…” Jeremiah 36:27-28. 
 “…I NEITHER RECEIVED IT FROM MAN, NOR WAS I TAUGHT 
IT, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 
1:11-12) 
 

iii. Necessary due to man’s Sinful Estate. 

 God revealed way of salvation/reconciliation 

 Special focus is Person of Christ 
- He explains the Father (John 1:18) 
- Declared His words (John 6:63) and works (John 5:36) and then 

recorded in Scriptures for world. 
- Hebrews 1:3 shows Christ is “radiance of God’s glory and the 

exact representation of His nature.” 
 

iv. Special because it is God-breathed. 

 Though written by men, the Spirit overshadowed it, carrying them 

along (2 Peter 1:21) 

 Though Christ was human born, the Spirit overshadowed the event 

(Luke 1:35). 
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d. What about “New Revelation”? 

i. The Bible as we have it is the complete Revelation of God’s Will to 

us. 

“Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye 

diminish [ought] from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the 

LORD your God which I command you.” Deuteronomy 4:2  
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See also: Deuteronomy 12:32, Proverbs 30:5-6 and Revelation 22:18-

19. 

ii. The Spirit can quicken the LOGOS Word to make it RHEMA.  

Technically this is not “revelation” but “illumination” – It will not 

contradict God’s word but will bring greater clarity and understanding 

from it. 

e. Authority and Scripture. 

Sola-Scriptura – Respect in traditions of Church but Scripture is king. 
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3. Inspiration of the Bible. 

 

God’s revelation is only as valid as the recording devise: inspiration 

guarantees it. 
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a. Definitions. 

“The Spirit’s superintending over the writers so that while writing according 
to their own styles and personalities, the result was God’s Word written—
authoritative, trustworthy, free from error in the original autographs”  
Charles Ryrie, A Survey of Bible Doctrine, page 38. 
 

 Comes from Latin Vulgate Bible, verb inspire 

 In 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:21, the word “inspiration” is used to 
translate theopneustos (theos- “God”; + pneustos, “breath”) 

 Emphasis is on the exhaling of God or “spiration” more accurate: 
product of the breath of God 

 Other things breathed out by God: 
- Genesis 2:7—the living souls of all men. 
- Psalm 33:6 – all the planets in space. 

 

b. Elements of Inspiration. 

i. Divine Element - God the Spirit superintended writers, ensuring 

accuracy. 

ii. Human Elements — Wrote according to their styles, vocabulary and 

personalities. 

iii. Result of Divine-Human Authorship — A record of God’s truth 

without error. 

iv. Extent of Inspiration — Extends to the selection of each word by the 

authors without dictation. 

v. Limitation — Extends to the original manuscripts only (chapters, 

verses, translations are not inspired). 

c. False Views of Inspiration 

i. Natural Inspiration — Not supernatural, but writings of unusual men, 

such as Shakespeare. 
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ii. Spiritual Illumination — Special spiritual insight of Spirit, a potential of 

any believer: say the writer was “inspired”, not writings. 

iii. Partial or Dynamic Inspiration — What relates to faith and practice is 

inspired, but history, science, chronology, etc. may have errors. 

Reject “verbal” and “plenary” inspiration. Say that what is inspired is 

sufficient for salvation. 

 Who determines which parts inspired? 

 How can doctrine be separated from History? 

 How can Bible be trustworthy in one area with errors in others? 
 

iv. Conceptual Inspiration — Only the concepts or ideas of authors were 

inspired.  Errors are possible due to author’s choice of words. Jesus 

(Matthew 5:18) and Paul (1 Thessalonians 2:13) held verbal 

inspiration. 

d. The Process of Inspiration. 

i. The Dictation View – God dictated the exact words. 

 

ii. The Dual-Author View. 
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e. Views of Dual-Author Inspiration 

i. ORTHODOX VIEW. 

 

iii. MODERNIST VIEW. 

 

iv. NEO-ORTHODOX VIEW . 
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f. Reasons for the Orthodox View of Inspiration. 

i. The Bible teaches this view. 

2 Timothy 3:16 – All Scripture (graphe) is God-breathed (theopneustos) 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness 

This verse alone teaches that inspiration is verbal and plenary! 

ii. What the Bible says, God says. 

 

iii. Jesus’ use of Scripture. 
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iv. Christ’s view of the Bible. 

 

Inspiration of the whole — 

 Frequent quotes from OT (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10) as inspired. 

 Luke 24:44, all things written of Him in Moses and prophets must be 
fulfilled. 

 Inspiration of the New Testament - John 14:26 promise of recall for 
later writing.  

 John 10:35, “Scriptures cannot be broken”. 
 

Inspiration of the parts — 

 Inspiration of the words - Matthew 22:44, Messiah not a political 
redeemer, but divine by emphasis on “My”. 

 Inspiration of the letters - Matthew 5:18, Not a “jot or tittle” will pass 
away. 

 
v. Paul’s view of the Bible. 

“This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in 

words taught by the Spirit…” 1 Corinthians 2:13 

 Inspiration of OT and NT—1 Timothy 5:18, “The Scripture says…” 
quoting Deuteronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7. 

 Inspiration of words—2 Timothy 3:16, “All scriptures…” as the origin 
or product of. 

 Entire Scriptures are God-breathed — not “every”, but “all” 
Scripture. 

 “Scripture” included parts of NT which had been written at that time 
(1 Timothy 5:18). 
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vi. Peter’s view of the Bible. 

 No Scripture produced by human will (2 Peter 1:21), that is, human 
intelligence or initiative.  

 Scriptures are “prophetic word” (v.19), “prophecy of Scripture” (v. 
20); and “prophecy” (v. 21) = something completely reliable 

 Writers were “moved by” (pheromenoi, “carried along”) ensuring 
their accuracy.  

 2 Peter 3:16, False teachers distorted Paul’s writings as they “do 
the rest of the Scriptures”, which equates Paul’s writings with 
Scripture. 

 

 
 

g. Inerrancy of the Bible. 

i. Definition. 

“The Scriptures possess the quality of freedom from error.  They are 

exempt from the liability to make mistakes, incapable of error. In all their 

teachings they are in perfect accord with the truth.” 

ii. The Logic for Inerrancy. 

A. The Word of God cannot err. 
B. The Bible is the Word of God. 
C. The Bible cannot err. 
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iii. Questions concerning inerrancy. 

 

iv. Explanation of inerrancy. 

A. Allows for variety in style. 
B. Allows for variety in details of explaining the same event. 
C. Does not demand verbatim reporting of events. 
D. Allows for departure from standard forms of grammar. 
E. Allows for problem passages. 
F. Demands the account does not teach error or contradiction. 
 

v. Problems in rejecting inerrancy. 

A. Errancy impugns the character of God and the value of His Word. 

 If there are errors then God either made mistakes or was incapable 
to inspire inerrant Scriptures. 

 “Indeed, let God be true and every man a liar” Romans 3:4 (in 
response to man’s unbelief). 

 “God is not a man that He should lie...” Numbers 23:19. 
 

B. Errantists disagree in listing errors. 

 Who determines what error is and what is not? 

 Most so called errors have at least one possible logical explanation. 
 

Following are examples of alleged errors and possible solutions… 
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Transmission of Scripture. 

 

God says that He watches over His word to perform it (Jeremiah 1:12) and 

that His Word will accomplish that for which it is sent forth (Isaiah 55:11). He 

has watched over the transmission of His Word to ensure no major errors in 

copying. The Dead Sea OT manuscripts are pretty much identical to the pre-
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existing, more recent, copies, transmitted hundreds of years later – showing 

God’s preservation of His Word. 
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a. The Reliability of Scripture we have today. 

i. The important question. 

Can the Scripture we have today be trusted? Does it pass the 

Bibliographical, Internal Evidence and External Evidence tests? 

 
 
Christian Response to the claim that the Bible we have today has 
been tampered with: 
 
A. No book has been copied more carefully over the millennia than 

the Bible.   
B. Some 25,000 MSS, part or whole, exist today and testify to its 

importance. 
C. Proven trustworthiness of copies (e.g. Isaiah Scroll at Qumran 

(Dead Sea Scrolls)) 
D. In fact, the Bible is the most authenticated book from antiquity 

around today! 
 

ii. Reliability of the Old Testament Texts. 

A. Written mostly in Hebrew 
B. By the 1st century A.D., Hebrew scripture was already widely 

circulated as a complete unit and found in synagogues 
throughout the Roman world. 

C. Established among the Jews well before the time of Christ. 
D. The Hebrew canon came to a close during the time of 

Artaxerxes. 
E. God entrusted the Jews with His word (Romans 3:2). (They 

knew what belonged in the Hebrew canon). 
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F. The Greek version of the Old Testament: the Septuagint (LXX, 
means seventy). 
 

 
 

G. Dead Sea Scrolls. 
 

 
 
 

iii. Reliability of the New Testament Texts. 
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A.  Early Manuscripts. 
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B. Post-Constantine Manuscripts. 

 

 

C. Manuscripts Summary. 

 

I. No disagreement on established doctrines. 
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Point of fact, of all the variants we have in the 20,000 plus 

copies from antiquity, none of them disagree on the 

doctrines established in the Bible. 

II. Though there are variations, Biblical truths remain. 

Most of the variants are punctuation and word order, or 

some with parts of verses missing, but the Truth is 

recorded in another passage. 

III. The New Testament has not been edited or changed. 

D. New Testament Early Testimony. 

 

E. Trustworthy eye witnesses. 
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Pictures: Mary would have been seen to have committed fornication or worse. 

This details is left in as is Joseph’s possibility of putting her away. Jesus had 

many hard saying, one of which concerned eating His flesh and drinking His 

blood (which caused many to leave him – John 6:66). At the resurrection of Jesus 

the women were the first recorded to have gone to the tomb. This was 

considered uncultured, and normally the men would be mentioned first. 

 

Pictures: Augustus Caesar and other Roman emperors correctly placed 

historical (and Herod, Pontius Pilate etc.). Jesus miracle of walking on water is 

mentioned in context of historical journeys of Jesus and the disciples. 

b. The Canonicity of the Bible. 

i. Definition. 
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The ‘Canon’ for the Bible means:  

 Standard by which texts were measured to see if inspired or not. 

 Religious councils could not cause a book to be inspired or not. 

 Councils merely recognized what God inspired when written. 

 

The inspired Canon of Scripture: 
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ii. The Canonicity of the Old Testament. 

 

A. Books and Divisions of the Old Testament. 

 

Masoretic (Hebrew) text of OT divided 39 books into 3 categories:  

 Law (Pentateuch) 

 Prophets (Joshua, 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, Major & Minor prophets 

 Writings  
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- Poetry & Wisdom books 
- Rolls: Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lam, Ecclesiastes, Esther 
- Historical Books: Dan, Ezra, Nehemiah, 1-2 Chronicles 

 Originally 24 books by combining 1&2 books, Minor Prophets, Ezra-
Nehemiah. 
 

B. Manner of Recognition of Old Testament Canon. 

I. Continuous recognition. 

 Moses seen as writing under authority of God (Exodus 17:14; 
34:27) “LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book” 

 Acknowledgement of Pentateuch based on Mosaic authorship 
(declared a “prophet” (Deuteronomy 18:18). 
 

II. Respect for prophets and their writings. 

 Institution of prophecy to continue God’s revelations of Himself 
(Jeremiah 26:8-15) 

 They recorded their revelations (Joshua 24:26; 1 Samuel 10:25; 
Isaiah 8:1) “Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of 
God”. 
 

III. Did the book indicate Divine authorship? Did it reflect God speaking 

through a mediator? (Isaiah 2:1). Was he a prophet or have the 

prophetic gift? (1 Samuel 10:25; Nehemiah 8:3). Was it historically 

accurate? 

C. New Testament Recognition of Old Testament Canon. 

I. NT recognized 3-fold division (Luke 24:44 - “The law of Moses, and in 

the prophets, and in the psalms”). 

II. Other designations: “Scripture” (John 10:35), “Sacred Writings” (2 

Timothy 3:15) 

III. Jesus and Paul recognized the Old Testament as Scripture. 

Jesus - Jesus did not dispute the books of the Hebrew canon with the 

Jews. In fact he urged them to read, believe, and follow the Scriptures they 

had as authoritative for truth. 

 He used the authoritative phrase, “It is written” (Matthew 4:4,7,10; 
21:13; 26:24,31; Mark 7:6; 9:12,13; 11:17; 14:21,27; Luke 4:4,8; 
7:27; 10:26; 18:31; 19:46; 20:17; 21:22; 22:37; 24:44,46; John 6:45; 
8:17; 10:34; 15:25). 

 He rebuked the Jews for their ignorance when they did not know 
the scriptures (Matthew 22:29-32). 
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 He referenced the following books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, 1 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, 
Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Jonah, Micah, 
Zechariah, and Malachi. He referred to the Hebrew Scriptures at 
least 82 times  

 He spoke of these Old Testament people by name: Adam, Eve, 
Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Lot’s wife, Moses, David, 
Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Isaiah, Zechariah, Daniel.  He 
spoke of the prophets as a group of inspired men. 
 

Paul    - Paul acknowledged the Hebrew canon as… 

 Written for our learning - Romans 15:4   

  Written for our admonition - 1 Corinthians 10:11  

 Profitable for doctrine, etc.- 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
 

The apostles and New Testament  writers frequently quoted from those 

books in the Hebrew canon -  Mathew 1:22-23; 2:17-18;  John 12:37-41; 

Acts 17:2-3; Romans 3:9-10; 4:3;  1 Peter 2:6. 

Affirmed by extra Biblical writers – Josephus, Philo etc. 
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iii. The Canonicity of the New Testament. 

 

A. The need for official New Testament Canon. 

I. Existence of spurious writings. 

Such as the Gnostic Gospels (Gospels of Mary, Philip, Truth, 

Thomas and Judas). Rejected due to not meeting the ‘canon’ 

requirements (see next section) and/or considered as heresy. 
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II. Needed for use in worship (therefore a proper canon needed to 

be recognized for use). 

B. New Testament Tests of Canonicity. 

I.  Apostolicity (writer or overseer was an Apostle). 

II.  Acceptance and use by church overall (some legitimate books 

delayed (Hebrews, James). 

III. Content consistent with doctrine already revealed (not in conflict 

with main consensus). 

IV. Inspiration as evidenced by high moral and spiritual values 

(Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha rejected here). 
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C. Challenges to the Official NT Canon. 

I. Liberal scholars claim much of the New Testament wasn’t 

written until the late second or early third century A.D. 

II. The Roman Catholic Church delayed the legitimacy of the New 

Testament books until the late fourth century A.D, but we know 

that after each book of the New Testament was written, it was 

circulated and read among Christians and was considered 

authoritative  (Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27). 

D. Early acceptance of NT Canon. 

Unified witness of Apostolic Fathers: 
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iv. Summary of the NT Canon. 

 Thus the evidence is clear that Constantine did not suddenly set off 
in a new direction, putting together another Bible.  He used 
Eusebius’ list of books of the Bible. 

 Rather, the four Gospels had been recognized by orthodox 
Christians as authoritative for at least 150 years. 

 Final decisions on the exact boundaries of the NT canon are made 
in the generation following Constantine, but this involves only one 
book that could be called a gospel, namely the Gospel of the 
Hebrews. 
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v. What about the Apocrypha? 

 

 The Apocrypha Rejected...  

A. Never sanctioned or quoted by Jesus, the apostles, nor any New Testament 
writer.  

B. Never part of the Hebrew canon; the Jews recognized them to be spurious.  
C. Rejected by the early “church fathers.” 
D. It wasn’t until the fourth century A.D. that the apocryphal books were placed 

alongside canonical books, (397), yet they were still in dispute for many 
centuries afterwards. 

E. It wasn’t until the Council of Trent (1546) that the Roman Catholic Church 
officially pronounced their equality with the other books.  

F. Their inclusion conveniently provided the Catholic Church with texts to support 
their pet false doctrines which lacked support in (and contradicted) the other 
books. 

G. The extra books do not claim to be inspired texts, and in some places admit 
the possibility of error. 

H. They contain historical inaccuracies and teachings inconsistent with God’s 
word.  

 

Realizing all of this, we must do what so many have done (including many 

Catholics in the past) and reject these extra books as uninspired works of men                                        

(Revelation 22:18-19). 
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4. Translation of Scripture. 

 

a. Biblical Translations – How did we get them? 

i. Translation Timeline. 
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ii. Types of Translation. 

 

Three theories of translation: 

Formal Equivalence (Word for Word – Literal). 

 Attempts to translate the word literally – word for word. 

 KJV, NASB and RSV are examples of this. 

 “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind” 1 Peter 1:13 (KJV). 
 

Dynamic Equivalence (Thought for Thought). 

 Attempts to discern and render the thought of the original. 

 NLT, NIV and NRSV are examples of this. 

 “Therefore prepare your minds for action” 1 Peter 1:13 (NIV). 
 

Paraphrase (Making it easy for contemporary readers to understand). 
 

 Paraphrasing the verse for an easier reading. 

 LB, TM, DIV are examples of this. 

 “So roll up your sleeves, put your mind in gear” 1 Peter 1:13 (The 
Message) 
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iii. Translation from what Texts? 

 

iv. Examples of Translation errors 

A. From similar pronunciation or incorrect spelling (Revelation 1:5). 

“Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.” KJV 
“to him who loves us, and released us from our sins by his blood.” NASB 
“Lousanti” means “washed” but “lusanti” means “released”. 

 
B. From errors of memory or anticipation (Mark 14:65). 

“And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and 
to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with the palms of 
their hands.” KJV 
“Some began to spit at Him, and [a]to blindfold Him, and to beat Him with their 
fists, and to say to Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers received Him with slaps 
in the face.” NASB 
“Elabon” means “receive” whereas “ebalon” means “strike”. 
 

C. From possibly incorporating marginal notes wrongly taken as corrections 

(Matthew 27:35). 

“And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might 

be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, they parted my garments 

among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.” KJV 

“And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among 

themselves by casting lots.” NASB 



The Making of the Bible (The Doctrine of Scripture) 

 

49 

 

D. Possible additions to try and make the meaning clearer (Mark 7:2). 

“And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to 

say, with unwashen, hands, they found fault.” KJV 

“And had seen that some of His disciples were eating their bread with impure 

hands, that is, unwashed.” NASB 

E. To try to harmonize related passages (Matthew 19:17) 

“And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but 

one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” KJV 

“And He said to him, “Why are you asking me about what is good? There 

is only one who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the 

commandments.” NASB 

F. To remove difficulties that would be difficult to explain (Mark 1:2) 

“As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.” KJV 
“As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “Behold, I send My messenger ahead 
of You, who will prepare Your way.” NASB 
Actually this quote is a composite of Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 3:1. 
 

G. To emphasize or safeguard important teaching (Luke 2:33) 

“And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of 
him.” KJV 
“And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said 
about Him.” NASB 
 

H. To reflect or promote monastic customs (Mark 9:29) 

“And he said unto them, this kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer 
and fasting.” KJV 
“And He said to them, “This kind cannot come out by anything but prayer.” 
NASB 
 

5. Illumination of the Bible. 

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 

will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said 

to you.” John 14:26  
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 Since God-breathed it, God’s help is necessary to understand it (1 
Corinthians 2:11). 

 Man’s darkened mind requires illumination (Luke 24:44-45). 
 

a. Definition 

“Ministry of the Spirit whereby He enlightens those who are in a right 

relationship or have a desire to know it (John 7:17) to comprehend the 

written Word” 

b. Explanation of Illumination 

 The Spirit will instruct the believer (1 Corinthians 2:9-13). 

 Jesus foretold that the Spirit would instruct (John 14:26), guide 
them into truth (John 16:13), disclose truth to them (John 16:14-15). 

 Ministry of Spirit touches the mind (Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:23), 
the heart or will (Acts 16:14-15; Ephesians 1:18). 

 The Spirit can quicken us to prophecy and speak words of wisdom 
and knowledge (1 Corinthians 12:8, 10) but this will be within the 
limits of New Testament prophecy (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
 

c. Testing any prophetic revelation 

i.   The need to test prophecy. 

1Thessalonians 5:19-22 (NIV)  
19. Do not put out the Spirit's fire;  
20. do not treat prophecies with contempt.  
21. Test everything. Hold on to the good.  
22. Avoid every kind of evil. 
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ii. The tests 

A. Must agree with ALL Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16), not adding 
or taking away anything. 

B. If it is a prediction the prophecy will come true (Deuteronomy 
18:21-22). 

C. The prophet must show good fruit (Matthew 7:15-17, 
Galatians 5:22-23). 

D. There will be an inner witness of the Spirit (1 John 2:20). 
E. New Testament prophecy should edify, comfort and exhort 

(build up) the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 14:3). 
 

     d. True and false mysticism 

i. True Mysticism (Biblical Illumination) 

Contends that all believers are indwelt by the [Holy] Spirit and 

thus are in a position to be enlightened directly by Him, but that 

there is one complete revelation given [the 66 canonical books 

of the Bible], and that the illuminating work of the Spirit will be 

confined to the unveiling of the Scriptures to the mind and heart. 

ii. False Mysticism (Deception) 

Is the theory that divine revelation is not limited to the written 

Word of God, but that God bestows added truth to souls that are 

sufficiently quickened by the Spirit of God to receive it.  Mystics 

of this class contend that, by self-effacement and devotion to 

God, individuals may attain to immediate, direct, and conscious 

realization of the person and presence of God and thus to all 

truth in Him.  

6. Interpretation of the Bible. 
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a. Basic principles of Hermeneutics (Interpretation of Scripture) 

This is another whole topic and will not be covered in depth here 

except to give very brief pointers….. 

i. Should be a literal interpretation 

- Normal meaning of author (not allegorical 

meaning). 

ii. Look at grammatical relationships 

- Verbal and plenary inspiration mean the words and 

structure are inspired, thus important (verb tenses, 

pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions and rules of 

structure). 

iii. Take historical context into account 

- What the text meant to the original hearers was 

God’s first intent (progressive revelation). 

iv. Be aware of literary context (immediate, remote and book). 

- Study immediate context (paragraphs before and 
after). 

- Study more remote context (2-3 chapters either 
side). 

- Study the context of the entire book or writings of 
author (taking type of literature into consideration). 
 

b. The three basic tasks (Observation, Interpretation and Application). 

 



The Making of the Bible (The Doctrine of Scripture) 

 

53 

 

c. The process of Interpretation. 

 

d. Schools of Interpretation. 
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7. Summary. 
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ASSIGNMENT: 

Read through the following list of what the Word of God is likened to. Choose one of 

the symbols and write one A4 page on what qualities that symbol show you about 

His word and how you have experienced the Word of God like that symbol. 

I. The Word of God is likened to a lamp that will guide and direct. Psalm 

119:105. 

II. The Word of God is likened to a hammer that will smash and break and a fire 

that burns, cleanses and purges all that is contrary to His holy standard. 

Jeremiah  23:29. 

III. The Word of God is likened to a bright, shining star that guides the believer to 

Christ. 2 Peter 1:19; Revelation 2:28. 

IV. The Word of God is likened to a sword to fight with and to divide. Ephesians 

6:17; Hebrews 4:12. 

V. The Word of God is likened to a mirror for beholding and reflecting. James 

1:22, 25; 2 Corinthians 3:18. 

VI. The Word of God is likened to seed for regeneration and fruitfulness. 1 Peter 

1:23; Luke 8:11; James 1:18. 

VII. The Word of God is likened to milk and meat for growth and development. 1 

Peter 2:2; Hebrews 5:14. 

VIII.  The Word of God is likened to water that is life giving, refreshing and a 

cleansing agent. Ephesians 5:26; John 15:3; 17:17; Psalm 119:5,9 

IX.  The Word of God is like gold that is a priceless treasure. Psalm 19:7-10; Job 

28:1; Proverbs 25:2. 

X. The Word of God is like Honey that is sweet to the taste. Psalm 19:10; 

Revelation 10:10. 

XI. The Word of God is like bread that is the stuff of life, ever fresh and for daily 

consumption. Matthew 4:4; Deuteronomy 8:3; Psalm 119:103; Isaiah 55:10. 

XII. The Word of God is like a sharp ox-goad that prods us into His way or a nail 

that fastens us in place. Ecclesiastes 12:11. 

 


