
Overcoming 
Endurance





8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write,
‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to 
life: 9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); 
and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not 
but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear any of those things which 
you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of 
you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation 
ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’
Revelation 2:8-11
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Temple to honour Roman 
Emperor built here in AD26 –
became a seat of the Imperial 
Cult (along with Pergamum). 
Name derived from “Myrrh” 

used in embalming bodies 
(symbol of suffering).
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1. Addressee – Angel of the Smyrna church.
2. Addresser - Jesus comes as He “who is first and 

last and who was dead and is alive” as they need 
comfort in the face of persecution and death.

3. Approval – Enduring persecution (from 

“Synagogue of Satan”) and poverty yet they are 
spiritually rich.

4.Accusation – None.
5. Advice – Do not fear, be faithful through 

tribulation (10 days) and being put in prison for 
testing.

6. Assurance – Overcomers will have the crown of 

life and not be hurt by second death.
7. Appeal – “Whoever has ears….”
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3. The Way to Overcome

They are enduring persecution and , though 
dying physically and financially struggling, will 
not be hurt by the second death (Rev 20:14) 
and are given the crown of life with eternal 

riches (heavenly riches in the present).





4. Enduring Suffering for Christ  Purifies us.







A Synagogue of Satan appears to be

a synagogue in Smyrna (and Philadelphia)
where Jews are not behaving as true Jews
(“who say they are Jews and are not”) and
are actually agents of Satan to do his bidding
and persecute the Church in Smyrna in league
with the Imperial Emperor cult.



5. How did they endure? Fear not and be Faithful!







6. The Crown of Life

It was the loveliest of all the cities and was sometimes called “the Crown of 
Asia”. It was beautifully situated. Behind the city rose a hill covered with 
temples and noble buildings which encircled a hill named the Pagos, but the 
hill was also called the “the Crown of Smyrna” because of the way the 
buildings formed a crown around the hill. This Crown of Death to the 
Christians would give way to a beautiful Crown of life. 





Those who overcome the fear of suffering and 
faithfully endure will wear the crown of life and will 
not be ‘hurt’ by the second death. 

7. Not hurt by the Second Death






